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The Rev’d. J. Robert Spainhour 
Priest in Charge 

Mr. William O. Webb, senior warden 

Mr. Joseph E. Jernigan, junior warden 

Mr. Stephen Batten, parish administrator 
 

124 West Church Street 

P. O. Box 463 

Williamston, NC  27892 

Telephone 252.792.2244 

Fax 252.792.2244 

E-mail coa@coastalnet.com 

www.williamstonepiscopalchurch.com 
 

Diocese of East Carolina 

The Rt. Rev’d. Robert S. Skirving 
Bishop  

Diocesan House 

705 Doctors Drive 

P. O. Box 1336 

Kinston, NC  28503 

Telephone 888.622.4778 

Fax 252.523.5272 

www.diocese-eastcarolina.org 
 

Trinity Center 

P. O. Drawer 380 

Salter Path, NC  28575 

Telephone 888.874.6287 

Fax 252.247.3290 

E-mail trinity@mail.clis.com 

 The Prayer List is found in a notebook 

marked “Prayer Lists” on the table in the nar-

thex of the church. Names may be added at any 

time by writing them in the notebook or by call-

ing the church office.  
 

Prayer List 

Beverly Mills 

Kathleen Johnson 

James Ford 

Verner Godwin 

John Gurkin 

Deborah Willoughby 

Abby Cameron 

Mac Allen 

Pepper Etheridge 

Tommy Wellington 

James Swaim 

Trey Weldon 

Norman James 

Mary Baker 

Hal Ocamb 

Katherine Burdick 

Alton  

Betty Robinson 

Donald Hargrove 

Carolyn Whitley 
 

 

For those departed and their families 

The Rev. John Ormond 

Gary Rayle 

Milton Wynne 

David Stocks 
 

Birthdays in April 
 

16, Angi Godard 

17, Douglas Chesson 

18, Rachel Raiford 

25, Bill Smith 

27, Toussaint Biondi 
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Holy Week and Easter Edition 

 Parish News and Easter 

Blessings 

 On February 24, Father Rob an-

nounced his resignation as our Priest in Charge 

so that he might accept a call to serve as the 

rector of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in 

Swanton, Vermont.  Father Rob’s last service 

with us will be on Sunday, April 12 at 11 a.m. 

for a service of Holy Eucharist and the End-

ing  of a Pastoral Relationship.  The Diocese 

of East Carolina will be represented at the ser-

vice by The Reverend Canon Matthew 

Stockard.   

 It is with some sadness, therefore, that 

your humble editor placed Rob’s last column in 

the newsletter  for this month’s edition.  Shortly 

after he submitted his last “Father Rob’s Re-

flections,” a parishioner wrote a loving tribute  

to Rob which is reprinted in this newsletter fol-

lowing his farewell column.  See pages 2 and 

3. 

 Outreach continues to grow and flour-

ish at Advent though the hard work and efforts 

of Kit Reddick who has fed college students, 

publicized our Lenten ERD Collection for 

Clean Water and led the parish through a suc-

cessful commitment with the children’s hunger 

ministry, Blessings in a Backpack.  Kit was 

kind enough to put her correspondent’s skills to 

work yet again and provided much of the con-

tent for this month’s Advent Advisor.    

 Our new pictorial directory continues to 

move forward under the expert hands of Nita 

Smith and we look forward to its arrival soon/ 

 Some parishioners will be visiting 

Rome this year at Easter so we wish them safe 

travels and blessings as they celebrate Our 

Lord’s Resurrection in the Eternal City. 

 As a special insert with this edition, 

please find a copy of Bishop Skirving’s first 

Easter message to us, his diocesan flock.   

 As we wind our way through the solem-

nity of Holy Week into the joys of Eastertide, let 

us give thanks for the active ministries of this 

parish that continue to bring the love of the Gos-

pel message to God’s people around us.  God-

speed, Father Rob.  

  Faithfully, 

  Stephen Batten 
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Father Rob’s 

Reflections 

Dear Church of the Advent 

family,  

 As I sit to write this 

message, I am filled with 

many emotions. 

 I ponder back to my 

first visit to Williamston. I 

am reminded of Jeanne Batten’s lovely hospital-

ity in her home hosting the discernment com-

mittee of the Parish as the Parish Hall air condi-

tioner had just broken. 

I remember new but now familiar faces 

in the group.  I recall fondly the kindness ex-

pressed and the sincere dedication of the crowd 

gathered.   

I am reminded of learning of the won-

derful differences here from other worshipping 

communities and gladly working to embrace 

them.  These included the thirty-three tolls of 

our bell for worship, the fixed altar, and the 

lovely windows.  I still submit they are the most 

beautiful in our Diocese.  And most impor-

tantly, I am reminded of the gatherings for so-

cial and community causes.   We do love to 

party! 

 I want to take the opportunity to thank 

you for your love and kindness in my tenure.  

 Thank you for the devotion and dedica-

tion to growth and change and to the leaders 

who have risen to the occasion repeatedly dur-

ing my time.  I wish to laud this talent, and 

many more, as I encourage you to take the “bull 

by the horns” in the days to come. 

 This parish has all the seeds and poten-

tial for internal and external growth. It will take 

patience, but you have something here no one 

else can offer--our wonderful Episcopal wor

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schedule of Services 

†Wednesday in Holy Week, April 1 
MCMA Lenten Service, Noon 

Williamston United Methodist Church 

NO Wednesday Eucharist at COA 

†Maundy Thursday, April 2 
The Church of the Advent, 6.30p 

†Good Friday, April 3 

Community Stations of the Cross 

Barnes Plaza at Noon 

Good Friday Liturgy at  

The Church of the Advent, 6.30p 

Vestry votes to support 

Lenten project 

Kit Reddick 

 At its March meeting, the Vestry voted 

to donate $170.00 from the Needy Family Fund 

to support the Blessings in a Backpack project. 

 The donation pays for two children for 

the entire school year. 

 During March the Church of the Advent 

participated in Blessings in a Backpack as a 

Lenten project. 

College students camp 

out at Advent 

Kit Reddick 

 On March 11th, 

the Parish House was filled 

with 43 Michigan State 

University students and 

their adult leaders. 

 They were stop-

ping at the Church of the 

Advent to spend the night and have dinner and 

breakfast. 

 Sponsored by Students Today Leaders 

Forever, the group was on a spring break ser-

vice trip called Pay It Forward. 

 Due to traffic congestion around Wash-

ington, DC, the group did not arrive until 9:30 

p. m. but nevertheless proceeded to chow down 

the light cold supper laid out for them. 

 They quickly declared it was the best 

food they had had on the entire trip! 

 Many, many thank yous were heard 

from the students and adults. 

 My thank yous include Mary Anne 

Crowe, Mary Charles Coppage, Corey Baker, 

Ann Wallace, Jesse Critcher and Maria Allen 

for baking cakes. 

 And thank you to Lori Taylor for assist-

ing in preparing the supper. 

 Al Chesson arranged for a Southern 

breakfast from Griffins to be delivered the fol-

lowing morning. He also provided ice for the 

sleepover. 

 The group was scheduled to carry out a 

service project in the area but it fell through at 

the last minute. 

 So, I made arrangements for the group 

to work around Williamston on Wednesday 

morning. 

 Some worked at the Bargain Shoppe, 

some worked at Martin Memorial Library, some 

worked at Council on Aging, some helped with 

Blessings in a Backpack, and many helped clean 

the Rail to Trail. 

 Many comments were heard about the 

friendliness of the townspeople. 

 They particularly enjoyed the warmth 

of Wednesday, coming from cold Michigan. 

They looked forward to see water at Myrtle 

Beach that was not frozen. 

Vestry News 

 The Vestry will meet on Sunday, April 

12, at 5:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  Dinner 

will be served. 

 At its regular March meeting, the Ves-

try voted to replace the aging  heating fuel 

furnances with newer propane units.  The con-

tract was awarded to Corey’s Heating & Air of 

Williamston. 
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from page two 

ship and traditions that finds the Gospel ex-

pressed in liturgy and community.   

 As I soon say goodbye, I want to pass 

along to you the difference you have made to 

me and my ministry.  I would ask that you see 

the face of God in my move, at least over time, 

and as a move of the Spirit preparing us both for 

the ministries that lay ahead. 

 My thanks to all of you and my endear-

ing love for you, your families, and the power-

ful presence you are in Martin County. 
 

Much love in Christ,  
 

The Rev. J. Robert Spainhour 
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A Letter to the Parish 

Note:  The following letter was received in the 

Parish Office.  It is reprinted with the author’s 

permission. 

To the Parish Family, 

 When we held our annual parish meet-

ing in December 2014, Father Rob had thanked 

everyone for their participation in activities with 

the parish during the past year. 

 When I returned home, I realized I had-

n’t expressed my appreciation for his leadership 

and guidance as we made our spiritual journey.  

I, therefore, take this opportunity to say a be-

lated, “Thank you Father Rob,” for the part you 

played in our lives during the year. 

 In September 2013, Father Rob arrived 

with enthusiasm, energy, interest, and a sincere 

desire to lead us as our Priest in Charge.  He 

embraced and led us well the last eighteen 

months.  He has, also, endeared himself to the 

congregation and found a place in our lives. 

 Like his predecessor, our beloved Jim, 

Father Rob has represented us well in many 

areas.  In our diocese, he held several positions 

from chair of  elections committee at the last 

three diocesan conventions, at the Acolyte Fes-

tival in 2014, and on the Commission on Minis-

try and the East Carolina Christian Formation 

Committee.   

 In our community Father Rob has taken 

an active role in the Martin County Ministerial 

Association through community services such 

as the Blessing of the Animals at Barnes Plaza, 

Stations of the Cross in downtown Williamston.  

He has taken  an interest in our academics 

through his work on the Riverside High School 

Advisory Committee and by acting as Com-

mencement Speaker at Martin Community Col-

lege.  His community involvement continued 

with the Martin County Historical Society and 

The Friends of the Old martin County Court-

house.  He opened his home at Christmas in 

2014 by allowing the rectory to be shown on the 

Williamston Woman’s Club Tour of Homes. 

 Father Rob has made many friends in 

this area and gained admiration and respect 

from all.  Have you noticed how he remembers 

everyone’s name and something of value about 

each person he meets?   Like our beloved Jim 

(Horton), Father Rob has made a wonderful 

impression on the community.   

 As we prepare to bid Father Rob fare-

well, may he take our best wishes for a success-

ful ministry in Swanton, Vermont; a warm wel-

come to a new community and happiness for the 

future.  It is my hope he carries happy memories  

of his time with us and keeps in touch occasion-

ally. 

 Father Rob, teach those Yankees the 

true meaning of Southern Hospitality and 

Southern Gentleman. 

  

   -a parishioner- 

Church of the Advent 

reaches out for Lent 

Kit Reddick 

 During March the Church of the Advent 

participated in Blessings in a Backpack as a 

Lenten project. 

 Blessings in a Backpack is a ministry 

program that helps feed children in our county. 

 Jody Bickerstaff, Memorial Baptist 

Children’s Ministry Director, directs the Martin 

County Program. It is a national organization 

which means there is accountability and monies 

roll over back into Martin County. 

 Children in this program have been 

identified as needing nutritional food. The 

school system provides meals during the week; 

however, these children sometimes have to go 

the entire weekend with no food due to either 

parental neglect or lack of resources. 

 Each Friday a child in the program re-

ceives a bag of food to help sustain them until 

Monday. 

 At this time, 141 students are being ser-

viced at a cost of $85.00 per child for the school 

year. The program presently costs $11,985.00.. 

 The following schools are being ser-

viced by this program: 

Edna Andrews Elementary 

E. J. Hayes Elementary 

Williamston Primary 

Riverside Middle 

Jamesville Elementary 

Rodgers Elementary 

South Creek Middle 

East End Elementary  

 Churches presently participating in the 

program agree to pack and deliver bags for a 

month at a time. Memorial Baptist serves as the 

workplace. 

 For the 2014-2015 school year, the fol-

lowing churches are participating: 

Memorial Baptist Church 

First United Methodist Church 

First Christian Church 

Church of the Advent 

 The food is purchased at Wal-Mart , 

one of the program’s partners, and then repack-

aged in to into plastic grocery bags for the stu-

dents to take home. 

 With a volunteer crew of eight or more, 

the packing and delivery usually takes about 

one hour. 

 Thank you to the following who volun-

teered during March for this project: 

Anthony Moseley 

Bill Webb 

Bill Smith 

Beverly Mills 

Lou Celebrezze 

Valerie Cooke 

Lori Taylor 

Frankie Biggs 

Lee-ann Courtney 

Lucia Peel 

Billie Roney 

Woody Sadler 

Mallory Adler 

Joel Sadler 

Marie Robertson 

Jeanne Maner 

Jim Maner 

Donna Mills 

Nola Pritchett 

 If your name is omitted, please tell Kit. 
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Church of the Advent 

aids local family 

Kit Reddick 

 Remember the canned goods you 

brought to your picture appointment for the new 

church pictorial directory? 

 They 

were delivered 

by Sue House of 

the Martin 

County Health 

Department to a 

coworker who 

had recently lost her house to a fire. 

 Maria is bilingual and works as a proc-

essing clerk as well as an interpreter. 

 She has three children — Shaylee 11, 

AJ 10 and Marissa 7. 

 When their home burned, they lost all 

but the clothes they were wearing and their 

book bags. 

 Sue reports that the canned goods col-

lected during the our portrait event were very 

much appreciated. 

 Maria immediately saw some foods that 

were favorites with her children. 

 For now she is living with her sister and 

plans to get a new home as soon as she is able. 

 The Church of the Advent also donated 

a Wal-Mart gift card to assist with purchases for 

immediate needs. 

 The total offering of $100.00 for the 

lunch was split between the First United Meth-

odist Church and the Church of the Advent. 

 Our portion of $50.00 was added to our 

clean water collection. 

Advent joins in commu-

nity Lenten series 

Kit Reddick 

 During Lent, 

the Ministerial Asso-

ciation hosted a series 

of community Wednes-

day noon services at 

the First United Meth-

odist Church. The ser-

vices were followed by 

lunch. 

 The Church of 

the Advent joined in 

with the Methodist 

Church to host one of the services. 

 Father Rob led the worship and 

preached. 

 Lunch was provided by both the Church 

of the Advent and the First United Methodist 

Church. 

 Thank you to the following parishioners 

who served as chefs and kitchen crew: 

Frankie Biggs 

Julia Biggs 

Lee-ann Courtney 

Janice Greene 

Margaret Chesson 

Billie Roney 

Kim Michel 

Ann Wallace 

Mary Anne Crowe 

Lori Taylor 

Nita Smith 

Kit Reddick 

Lucia Peel 

Stephen Batten 

Lucy Horton 

Bags Needed for Blessings in a Backpack 
 Please bring your used plastic grocery store bags to 
church and place them in a specially marked hamper in the 
church vestibule. A collection hamper is also located in the 
hallway of the Parish House. 
 These bags are used as individual food packs for stu-
dents to take with them to use during the weekend. 
 Once the volunteers pack the bags, they then load 
them into carrier bags for delivery to the schools. 
 Bags are needed all year long. 

 Also needed are very large cloth or canvas or heavy duty plastic bags to 
be used as carrier bags. These bags can have logos. 
 If you have bags that can be used as carrier bags, please give these di-
rectly to Kit. 

Relay for Life Candles 

 Relay For Life represents the hope that those lost to cancer will never be 

forgotten, that those who face cancer will be supported, and that one day cancer 

will be eliminated. 
 The Church of the Advent will light a candle every Sunday in April 

(following Easter Sunday) in memory of someone who has died from cancer or in 

honor of someone who is fighting the battle with cancer. 

 If you would like to so honor or memorialize a friend, family member or 

loved one, please send the following to me at your earliest convenience:  

     1.  Names of the person/people you would like remembered; and 

     2.  Check made payable to the American Cancer Society ($10 per candle) 

 Please send your names and contributions to Lucia Peel, 203 N. Haughton 

Street, Williamston, NC 27892. 

 If you have any questions, please contact me at 792-0070 ot by email to 

luciapeel@gmail.com.  Thanks.  Lucia 

Parish Family Weekend 2015 will be July 17-19 at Trinity Center.   

The Rev. and Mrs. Bill and Frances Smyth will be our guests this year and Father Smyth will lead 

Eucharist Sunday morning at the Pavillion.  Cost this year is $76 per person per night (double occ.) 

or $96 (single).  Kids 5-17 are $29, under 5 is $12.  Sign up begins after Easter! 


