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Through Holy Week
to Easter
The special services for Holy Week leading up to
Easter Sunday morning are some of the most beautiful
and meaningful of the Church Year. After the holy season of Lent, offered by the Church to prepare us with
reflection on God's love for us through Jesus Christ and
encouragement to repent and to rededicate to a Christian
life, we move through Holy Week through the remembrance of the sacrifice offered for our salvation towards
the joy of the Resurrection.
Beginning April 14, we
celebrate Palm Sunday in the
Memorial Garden weather permitting, and in the Parish Hall if
not. This year our Fellowship
Ministry is offering a brief welcome with refreshments
on the breezeway at 10:30 am prior to the Liturgy of
the Palms in the Memorial Garden at 11am when the
palms will be blessed and distributed for our procession
into the Sanctuary, commemorating the triumphant entry
of Jesus into Jerusalem. In place of the Gospel reading,
The Passion Gospel according to Luke will be read in
parts by members of the congregation, a drama to enact
the last day in the life of Jesus leading up to his death by
crucifixion.
Wednesday of Holy Week, April 17, at 6 pm,
we will conclude our Lenten Series with Holy Eucharist,
followed by a simple meal and our last program discussion of our Christian exploration of the End of Life.
The Maundy Thursday service on April 18 at 6pm is a Holy
Eucharist celebrated to the commemorate the institution of Holy Communion at the Last Supper of Christ
before his arrest by Roman authorities. It was at that
gathering for a meal that Jesus washed his disciples feet,
and during our Maundy Thursday service participants
will be offered the opportunity to live out his command
to his disciples to wash one another’s feet. At the con-

clusion of the service the altar will be stripped and the
bread and wine which was consecrated but not consumed will be placed in the tabernacle as the Reserved
Sacrament.
On Good Friday, April 19 at
12 noon, the community of Williamston is invited downtown to Barnes
Plaza to participate in an outdoor
Way of the Cross (Stations of the
Cross). Beginning in the small park
across from the city offices at the corner of Main and
Smithwick Streets, clergy from various Christian
churches will lead in a walk through the neighborhood
around the town to commemorate the path Jesus walked
to Calvary where he was crucified.
Then Friday April 19 at 6pm, Church of the Advent will hold a service of the Stations of the Cross in
the sanctuary prior to the Good Friday liturgy with
communion from the Reserved Sacrament.
On Saturday April 20 at 8 pm we celebrate the
Great Vigil of Easter, the first liturgy of Easter. In the
early Church, new converts to Christianity were brought
into the community by Baptism in the darkness before
the sunrise of Easter. The first part of the service is by
candlelight while the stories of God and God’s people
are read from the Bible. We renew our Baptismal Covenant and then the lights come on and we begin the Liturgy of the Resurrection with alleluias and songs of praise
as if we are all coming out of the empty tomb. Many
will testify that The Easter Vigil is one of the most deeply moving liturgies in the Episcopal Church.
Then Sunday Morning April 21 at
11am we will celebrate a traditional Easter Sunday Eucharist, rich with alleluias
and flowers and all the joy of the Resurrection and its power to trample our fears
of death.
I encourage you to attend as many services in Holy Week as you are able, as the commitment to take that
sacrificial walk with Jesus all the way to his tomb will
expand your joy at Easter beyond measure.
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Flowering of the Cross
Stations of the Cross
The set of Stations of the Cross as depicted by
Arch Manning in 2008, inspired by the 1869 etchings of
the French artist Hippolyte Lazerges, have been placed
in the sanctuary of Church of the Advent through the
season of Lent. They were given to the parish by Arch
and Raquel Manning in memory of Iris and Jim Cooke.
Printed descriptions and prayers for each station are
available in the narthex for individual devotions at any
time there is someone available to open the church.
The Stations of the Cross, also known as the
Way of the Cross, are a series of 14 images representing the experience of Jesus as he walked the path
through Jerusalem to his cross on Mount Calvary on the
day of his crucifixion. A familiar tradition in Roman
Catholic, Lutheran, Methodist and Anglican churches,
moving and praying through the Way of the Cross is
meant to be a spiritual pilgrimage for Christians, particularly during Lent when the Church offers a season of
contemplation on the sacrifice of Jesus Christ that preceded the day of his resurrection we celebrate as Easter.
Some have asked why the Stations of the Cross
are not left up in the sanctuary all the time as seen in
some churches. One answer is that familiarity can lead
to indifference if objects become part of the everyday
background. Another is that because as they are sacred
art, they are meant to be appreciated within a sacred
space in their particularly numbered order telling a story
that invites spiritual contemplation beyond just an appreciation of a work of art. Our stations can be taken up
and down fairly easily as opposed, for example, to the
very large metal pieces in the Duke Chapel (which you
should see if you ever get the opportunity). This flexibility along with ease of safe storage makes it possible
to appreciate this sacred gift from the pen of Arch Manning as if new each year in the context of the Lenten
journey.
There will two opportunities to pray the Way of
the Cross with others on Good Friday. On April 19 at
12 noon, Rev. Ellen will join other community pastors
in a walk through the Stations of the Cross beginning at
the corner of Main and Smithwick and moving through
the downtown area of Williamston. That same evening
at April 19 at 6 pm, Church of the Advent will hold a
service of the Stations of the Cross in the sanctuary
with the Good Friday liturgy and communion from the
reserved sacrament to follow.
You may also use the guide booklets in the narthex to make your own Way of the Cross through the 14
stations at any time.

Children attending the Easter Sunday Eucharist
are invited to participate in the Flowering of the Cross.
Please bring whatever flowering plant cuttings you
have to place on the Easter Cross.

Relay for Life
Relay for Life represents
the hope that those lost to cancer will never be forgotten,
that those who face cancer
will be supported, and that one
day cancer will be eliminated.
The Church of the Advent will light a candle in memory of someone who has
died from cancer or in honor of someone who is
fighting the battle with cancer. This year we will light
the candles and read the names during the service only
on Sunday, April 28th due to the timing of Holy Week.
If you would like to so honor or memorialize a
friend, family member or loved one, please give the following to Lucia Peel or Joe Jernigan no later than April
22nd:
List of the names of the person/people you would
like remembered; and
A check made payable to the American Cancer Society ($10 per person)
If you have any questions, please contact Lucia
Peel at 792-0070.
A Prayer For Trust in God
O God, the source of all health: So fill my heart
with faith in your love, that with calm expectancy I may
make room for your power to possess me, and gracefully accept your healing; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Ministration to the Sick
The Book of Common Prayer

April 2019

Advent Advisor

Page 3

Work Day Being Planned for
April 6

Lenten outreach project
During the month of April for its Lenten project,
the Church of the Advent is participating in Blessings in
a Backpack. The program provides six items of food for
at-risk students identified by school staff to take home
to feed themselves during the weekend.
Volunteers are needed on Wednesdays from 9:30
to 10:30 to unpack and organize food and repack the
food in plastic bags. The packed bags are then packed
into large courier bags for delivery to the schools. Volunteers are needed to deliver to the participating
schools.
The work is done at Memorial Baptist Church
located at 109 West Church in Williamston. Volunteers
enter through the church office door by ringing the
doorbell. The work is done in the fellowship hall.
If you are interested in helping, call Kit Reddick
at 792-1158 and leave a message if necessary.
The Church of the Advent works in conjunction
with other local churches in this weekend feeding program.

Bags Needed
Please bring your used plastic grocery store
bags to church and place them in a specially
marked hamper in the church narthex and in the
hallway of the Parish House.
These bags are used as individual food packs
for students to take with them to use during the
weekend.
Bags are needed all year
long.
Also needed are very large
cloth or canvas or heavy duty
plastic bags to be used as carrier
bags to deliver individual bags to
the schools. These bags can have
logos. These can be left in the
Love on Wheels wagon.

Weather permitting,
there will be a yard work day
at the church to tidy up the
grounds and establish some
new landscaping on the West Church Street side of the
yard on Saturday April 6 beginning at 9 am until the
work is done (or the workers are done in). Bring shovels, rakes, carts, clippers, gloves, and/or your favorite
yard tools to help bring new life to our grounds.
Come to the Parish Hall for
Game Night on the 1st and 4th Tuesdays in April at 6:30 pm. Board
games are available but if you wish,
bring your favorite game, bring
snacks, bring a friend. Playing usually lasts not more an hour and an half.

The church library is now located in the small
meeting room in the Parish House.
Books are available in the following topics:
Christian Life
Trauma, Illness, Grief
Contemplative Spirituality
Seasonal-Christmas
Memoirs
Devotionals
Theology
Christian Ethics
World Religions
Other Denominations
Saints and Angels
Bibles
Prayer Books
About the Bible
Bible Study
Books may be borrowed through the honor system.
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The Prayer List is found in the notebook marked
“Prayer Lists” on the usher’s table in the narthex of the
church. Names may be added at any time by writing
them in the notebook or calling the church office after
requesting permission of those for whom prayer is requested. The Prayer List is read aloud weekly at Sunday
services. Contact the church office if you wish to have a
name added, re-listed, or taken off the list.
Prayer List
James & Janice Ford
Mac & Sandra Allen
Jane Perry Della Leggett
Faye & Mann Lilly
Doward Jones Annie Jones
Bridgette Fleming & Family
Christopher Scott Lucia Peel Powe
Joanie & Francis Ganis
Janie Bryant Joanne McNall
Geraldine Bateman Lennox Palmer
Lindburgh Mitchell Ethel Smith
Ramona Metts Verna Perry
Betty Chesson Kathy Roberts
Birthdays
3, Diana Greene
16, Angi Godard
16, Virginia Medford
17, Douglas Chesson
18, Rachel Gauvin
23, Amanda Allen
23, Standrick Jefferson
25, Bill Smith
27, Toussaint Biondi
29, Jeannette McGinley

The Church of the Advent
Founded 1850
The Rev. Dr. Ellen Richardson,
Priest-in-Charge
Sunday-Thursday, 9:30 a. m.-3:30 p. m.
ellenrichardson52@gmail.com
Doug Chesson, Senior Warden
Don Beach, Junior Warden
Joe Jernigan, Parish Administrator
Monday-Friday, 8:00 a. m. –12 noon
124 West Church Street
P. O. Box 463
Williamston, NC 27892
Telephone 252.792.2244
advent1850@gmail.com
www.williamstonepiscopalchurch.com
Diocese of East Carolina
The Rt. Rev’d. Robert S. Skirving,
Bishop
Diocesan House
705 Doctors Drive
P. O. Box 1336
Kinston, NC 28503
Telephone 252-522-0885
Fax 252.523.5272
www.diocese-eastcarolina.org
Trinity Center
P. O. Drawer 380
Salter Path, NC 28575
Telephone 888.874.6287
Fax 252.247.3290
trinity@mail.clis.com
www.trinityctr.com

The Church of the Advent is a nurturing, vibrant, and inclusive community inviting
spiritual growth through liturgical worship, outreach, and fellowship.
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Sun

Mon

Tue
2 6:30 pm,

1

Game Night

7

5 Lent

8

Wed
3 6:00 pm,

4

Fri

Sat
6 9:00 am,

5

Lenten Evening
HE & program

10 6:00 pm,

9

Thu

Yard Work Day
@ COA

11

12

13

Lenten Evening
HE & program

10:00 am,
Sunday School
11:00 am,
HE II
12:00 noon,
14 Palm

15

17 6:00 pm,

16

18

Lenten Evening
HE & program

Sunday
10:30 am,
Fellowship

6:00 pm,
HE II

11:00 am,
Liturgy of the
Palms & HE II

Sunday

22 Church

office closed

23 6:30 pm,

Game Night

10:00 am,
Sunday School
11:00 am,
HE II

Amanda Allen
Standrick

28 2

Easter

29

30

11:00 am,
MP II
Jeannette
McGinley

19

Good
Friday

20

12:00 noon,
Stations of
the Cross
@ Barnes Plaza

24

25

26

Easter
Vigil
8:00 pm,
HE II

6:00 pm,
Stations of
the Cross &
Good Friday

Angi Godard
21 Easter

Maundy
Thursday

27
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Lay Schedule
7

14

18

19

20

21

28

5 Lent

Palm
Sunday

Maundy
Thursday

Good
Friday

Easter
Vigil

Easter
Sunday

2 Easter

HE II
11:00 A.M.

HE II
6:00 P.M.

HE II
6:00 P.M.

8:00 P.M.

HE II
11:00 A.M.

MP II
HE II
11:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
Kit
Reddick

Acolytes

Will
Michel
Adison
Bosso

Dawson
Taylor
Jean
Miller
Adison
Bosso
Will
Michel

Jean
Miller
Dawson
Taylor

N/A

Will
Michel
Standrick
Jefferson

Dawson
Taylor
Jean
Miller

N/A

Lessons

Gail
Young
Gail
Young
Doug
Chesson

TBD

Mark
Richardson

TBD

N/A
Don
Beach

Bill
Webb
Bill
Webb

Michael
Biondi
Lucia
Peel
Doug
Chesson

Valerie
Cooke

Al
Chesson
Chloe
Tuttle

Kit
Reddick
Kit
Reddick
John
Price

Brandon
Woody
Lori
Taylor
Jim
Allen
Joe
Jernigan
John
Price

Brandon
Woody
Lori
Taylor
Jim
Allen
Joe
Jernigan
Sue
House

Brandon
Woody
Lori
Taylor
Jim
Allen
Joe
Jernigan

Brandon
Woody
Lori
Taylor
Jim
Allen
Joe
Jernigan

Brandon
Woody
Lori
Taylor
Jim
Allen
Joe
Jernigan

Brandon
Woody
Lori
Taylor
Jim
Allen
Joe
Jernigan

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Brandon
Woody
Lori
Taylor
Jim
Allen
Joe
Jernigan
John
Price

Intercessor
Eucharistic
Minister
Altar Guild

Ushers

Nursery

N/A
N/A

