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The Church of the Advent 
 

The Rev’d. J. Robert Spainhour 

Priest in Charge 

Ms. Kit Reddick, senior warden 

Mr. Don Beach, junior warden 

Mr. Stephen Batten, parish administrator 
 

124 West Church Street 

P. O. Box 463 

Williamston, NC  27892 

Telephone 252.792.2244 

Fax 252.792.2244 

E-mail coa@coastalnet.com 

www.williamstonepiscopalchurch.com 
 

Diocese of East Carolina 

The Rt. Rev’d. Peter James Lee 

Bishop Provisional 

Diocesan House 

705 Doctors Drive 

P. O. Box 1336 

Kinston, NC  28503 

Telephone 888.622.4778 

Fax 252.523.5272 

www.diocese-eastcarolina.org 
 

Trinity Center 

P. O. Drawer 380 

Salter Path, NC  28575 

Telephone 888.874.6287 

Fax 252.247.3290 

E-mail trinity@mail.clis.com 

 The Prayer List is found in a notebook 
marked “Prayer Lists” on the table in the nar-

thex of the church. Names may be added at any 

time by writing them in the notebook or calling 

the church office.  
 

Prayer List 

Keathley Malone 
Beverly Mills 

Ed Harrington 

Bill & Nita Smith 
Michael Biondi 

Ann Wallace 
 

Birthdays in August 
 

3, Brian Swift 

4, Christopher Bosso 
8, Ryan Stancill 

12, Jess Miller 

15, Collins Crowe 
15, John Roney 

23, Jane Allen 

26, Janice Greene 

26, Tom Slade 
 

For Those Departed 

Donald W. Mills, seniot 
Volume 42, Issue 3 

252.792.2244 

coa@coastalnet.com 
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 The Prayer List was last 
updated during the 2014 Easter 

season. All names have been 

removed with the exception of 

parishioners and those requests 
made within the last week. 

 You may enter new intercessions or 

reenter previous ones in the notebook located in 
the narthex on Sunday mornings.. 

 You may also call Stephen at the church 

at 792-2244. 
Father Rob’s Reflections  

August 2014 

Dear Advent Family,  
 After experiencing my first Parish fam-
ily weekend with my new family, I was taken 
aback by the wonderful gift Trinity Center is to 
us.  I was struck by the blessing that the Advent 
family is and the wonder of God’s creation in 
general—easily seen in a place like Trinity Cen-
ter.  This put me in mind of the concept of 
blessings.  
 It is extraordinarily easy to miss bless-
ings especially if we are in difficult place in our 
lives at a particular moment, but blessings con-
tinue to abound.  As I write this, I have just 
taken a stroll through our Nave.  What a beauti-
ful Church we are blessed to have!  The Church 
my Face book friend Father Tom Midyette 
called a “jewel.”  The stained glass windows he 
further described as beautiful, with that blue 
border.  Blessings!  Thanks to Mrs. Staton for 
her generosity and to the Parish for rebuilding 
after the tragic fire.  I look out of my window 
onto a lovely and obviously meticulously well 

thought out Memorial Garden.  And I sit in a 
newly redecorated Rector’s Office.  Blessings! 
 Years ago I had to pleasure of checking 
in on an outreach ministry I led in Uganda.  As 
I rode the country and noticed the poverty, the 
lack of infrastructure, the fear that was a norm 
of the people's lives, I reflected upon the bless-
ing it is to live in this country.  And the blessing 
it is to have been born in my particular station 
with my particular color of skin, which remains 
a color of privilege in many parts of the world.  
Some blessings have come by the sweat of our 
brow.  Others have come because we did noth-
ing but be born to a certain group.  Whatever 
the case, they are in their own right, blessings. 
 Even with all the deaths in our parish I 
have, as I stated in an earlier Advent article, 
met so many people in our community.  The 
ability to reflect upon the years of devoted ser-
vice and care in our community by those who 
have died has been a blessing to me as I recog-
nized their many years of blessing to Advent.  
While life requires us to acknowledge the 
places of hardship and needed change in our 

(Continued on page 2) 
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lives and Parish, might we always remember that the blessings, if we will look, most frequently out-
weigh that which is not.  

Faithfully Submitted in Christ’s Name, 

Father Rob Spainhour 

(Continued from page 1) 

Parish Family Weekend 
 For the 23rd 
consecutive year, 
Church of the Advent 
held a Parish Family 
Weekend at Trinity 
Center in Pine Knoll 
Shores. 
 From July 18 
through 20, twenty-
six of the Advent 

family attended this year’s retreat.    
 We gathered as a family at meals, at 
compline, and in our Sunday Holy Eucharist at 
the Pavillion.   
 The dolphins returned this year to join 
us for Eucharist.  Mark your calendars now for 
Parish Family Weekend 2015, July 17—19. 

 Pictured to the right is Father Rob 

celebrating on Sunday, July 20, at Trinity 

Center Beachfront Pavilion, Pine Knoll 

Shores, NC. 

 Special Altar Decoration courtesy 

of  Will Michel, James Chambers, Destiny 

Chambers and Kit Reddick. 

 Thank you to Grant and Kim Mi-

chel for the gift of beautiful music at our 

worship on Sunday.   

 And once again, Trinity Center 

went above and beyond in making us feel 

right at home the entire weekend.  Thank 

Just In!  
 We have received a 
new supply of Episcopal 
shield decals, suitable for 
automobiles, windows, book 
covers, you name it! 
 Stop by the Parish 
Office for yours today.  $1 

per decal while they last. 

Pictures of Summer Parish Life 2014  

Passing the Peace at 

Sunday Holy Eucharist  

at Parish Family Week-

end, July 20, 2014, Trin-
ity Center, Pine Knoll 

Shores, NC.  Left to 

Right: Bill & Nita Smith, 
Mary Anne Crowe, Sue 

House, Grant Michel, 

Regina French, Eric 
French, Deborah House, 

Don Beach, Collins 

Crowe, Kate Mann, 

Dennis Wood and John 
Price. 

The Crepe Myrtles in the church yard have been exceptionally 

lovely this year.  This picture was taken on July 23. 2014.   

Holy Eucharist returns to 11 

a.m. on Sunday, September 7. 
 Also, Adult Forum in the Parlor returns at 10 a.m.    
Choir Practice resumes at 9.15 a.m. in the chancel. 
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Three feasts observed 

in August 
 The Episcopal Church recognizes three 
(3) principal feast days on the calendar of the 
church year during the month of August. 

 The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Jesus Christ is observed on August 6.     
 On this day we celebrate the occasion  
on which Christ revealed Himself in shining 
splendor to Peter, James, and John. Moses and 
Elijah were also present, and are taken to sig-
nify that the Law and the Prophets testify that 
Jesus is the promised Messiah. God the Father 
also proclaimed him as such, saying, "This is 
my Beloved Son. Listen to him."  The 
Transfiguration is recorded in all three (3) of 
the synoptic gospels (Matthew 17:1-8; Mark 
9:2-8; and Luke 9:28-36). 

 Saint Mary the Virgin, the mother of 

Our Lord is honored on August 15.  The 
honor paid to Mary, the virgin mother of Jesus 
Christ our Lord and God, goes back to the earli-
est days of the Church. Even before the birth of 
her Son, Mary prophesied, "From this time 
forth, all generations shall call me blessed."  

 Saint Bartholomew the Apostle on 

June 25.  All that is known of him with cer-
tainty is that he is mentioned in the synoptic 
gospels and Acts as one of the twelve apostles. 
His name, a patronymic, means "son of Tolo-
mai" and scholars believe he is the same as Na-
thanael mentioned in John, who says he is 
from Cana and that Jesus called him an 
"Israelite...incapable of deceit."  
 Tradition holds says he preached 
in India and Greater Armenia, where he was 
martyred by King Astyages.  

Preparing for the com-

ing of the new bishop 
submitted by Kit Reddick, Senior Warden 

 

 Mark you calendar for Saturday, No-
vember 8th for the consecra-
tion of The Reverend Rob 
Skirving as the next bishop of 
the Diocese of East Carolina. 
 The service will take 
place at the Rock Springs 
Center in Greenville presided 
over by the Most Reverend 
Katharine Jefferts Schori, Pre-
siding Bishop and Primate of 
the Episcopal Church.  
 The Church of the 
Advent has been busy preparing for coming of 
the new bishop. 
 On behalf of the parishioners of the 
Church of the Advent, I gifted Rob and his wife 
Sandy with a year subscription of Our State 
magazine as a way to introduce them to their 
new home. 
 Rob writes, 
 

Dear Kit, 
 Thank you so much for your gift of a 

subscription to Our State. We’re both enjoying 

it very much. To demonstrate how small our 
world has become, the July issue included an 

article abut Coastal Plains League baseball, 

featuring a player named Sam Ott with whom 
our son played college baseball. 

 We’re very much looking forward to 

exploring our new, soon-to-be home. Your gift 

is helping to build our anticipation! 
 Best wishes to you and to the people of 

the Church of the Advent. I look forward to be 

ing there with you in November. 
Yours in Christ, 

Rob Skirving 

 Along with the other clergy in the dio-
cese, Father Rob is contributing toward the gift 
of the bishop’s ring with $200.00 from the Dis-
cretionary Fund. 
 And the parishioners of the Church of 
the Advent are invited to join with other Episco-
palians in the Diocese to bestow the new bishop 
with vestments and other accoutrements to sup-
plement other gifts that Bishop-elect Rob will 
receive from family, friends, and past churches 
served. 
 On Sunday, August 3, we will collect a 
special offering for this gift. 
 Checks should be written out to the 
Church of the Advent with Bishop’s New 
Clothes on the memo line. 
 The deadline for the collection is Au-
gust 11, in time to submit to the Diocese by Au-
gust 15. 
 We look forward to his first Episcopal 
visitation here at the Church of the Advent after 
his consecration. 
 At that time, we may be asked if we 
wish the bishop to wear either his cope (or cape) 
and his miter (pointed hat) or wear his rochet 
(vestment with long sleeves and ruffled cuffs) 
under the chimere (sleeveless vestment) as well 
as his tippet or stole. 
 Also, on December 4, the Church of the 
Advent has been asked to host the Diocesan 
Executive Council meeting and serve lunch. 
 The Bishop presides at this meeting of 
the Executive Council, which oversees and car-
ries out the ministry and mission of the Diocese 
and serves as the executive authority of the Di-
ocesan Convention between its meetings.  

Vestry Meets at Trinity 

Center on July 19, 2014 
 The Vestry held its July meeting at 
Trinity Conference Center in Pine Knoll 
Shores on Saturday, June 19, 2014 at 4 p.m. 
 Father Rob informed of the Vestry of 
the receipt of the late Reg Manning’s bequest 
to the parish.   
 Jodi Beauregard attended her last 
meeting of the Vestry prior to her move to 
Georgia.  A special election will be held at the 
next Annual Parish Meeting for someone to 
complete the two years remaining in her term. 
 The Vestry revisited the bids for repair 
and construction to the Church for water dam-
age to walls and ceilings and approved an ini-
tial of expenditure to begin the work.  Walls 
adjoining the Four Evangelist’s Window and 
behind the Altar of  the Church will first be 
sealed on the exterior and then plastered and 
repainted inside the church.  Work is expected 
to begin soon. (Some pews may be inaccessi-
ble during the repairs). 

 The August meeting of the Vestry is 

scheduled at 6 pm on Sunday, August 10 in 

the Parish House.  
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Outreach News 
 Thank you for your contributions to the 
Summer Reading Program at Martin Memorial 
Library. Thanks to your generous donations, 
plenty of supplies are on hand for the various 
craft projects being planned. 

 To help us remem-
ber the Trinity during this 
season after Pentecost the 
Outreach Commission is 
calling on parishioners to 

bring in any three (3) food items of their choice 
for the local food pantry at Martin County De-
partment of Social Services. Requests are 
posted in the church narthex that you can take 
with you as a shopping reminder. Please con-
sider taking more than one request. Offerings 
may be left in the narthex in the bas-
ket. 
 Congratulations to Fr. Rob 
for being selected to receive a gas 
gift certificate from Roberson Broth-
ers as part of the local merchant’s 
program to give back to the commu-
nity. Fr. Rob was able to use the gift 
certificate to help a member of the community 

who was in crisis. 
 Thank you to 
Jesse Critcher for bak-
ing brownies, Maria 
Allen for baking cook-
ies, and Kit Reddick 
for preparing beans for 
the cookout held on 
Sunday, June 22 at the 

First United Methodist Church for the Bike 
Rally.  Fr. Rob assisted Pastor Ray Tavener in 
the service of the Blessing of the Bikes.  
 The Outreach Commission is sending 

 
out a call to parishioners to save labels from 
Campbell Soup products to support Labels for 
Education at Rodgers School, where Exum 
Taylor is a student and to save Box Tops for 
Education to support Edna Andrews School, 
where Ann Raiford is a teacher. Also, save the 
aluminum pull tabs from soda cans to support 
the Ronald McDonald House in Greenville. A 
jar is located in the narthex for your collections. 
Get your friends and neighbors involved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Congratulations to Kristen and Jeff 

Caldwell on the birth of their son, Sullivan 
Kenneth, on July 19, 2014.  Their mailing ad-
dress is 2080 Downshire Court, Waldorf, MD 
20603. 
 Father Rob has been appointed to the 
Martin Country Tourism and Development 
Committee.  Careful readers of The Enterprise 

may have already noted his appearance at the 
ribbon-cutting for WIAM in downtown Wil-
liamston.  
 We all wish Anthony MacNeile a 
pleasant voyage to England and look forward 
to his return in the fall. 
 Rudy and Katy Whitley send their  
regards from Kentucky.  Their current address 
is 3006 Kipling Way, Lousiville KY 40205. 
 Items featured in “News & Notes” are 
drawn from a variety of sources.  If you would 
like something noted here, please contact  
Stephen at the church office, 252.792.2244 or 
at coa@coastalnet.com.  

Christian For-

mation in 

East Carolina 
 Father Rob will be 
away from the Parish Of-
fice on Wednesday, Au-
gust 6 while he attends a 
meeting of the Committee 
on Christian Formation 
for the Diocese of East Carolina at Diocesan 
House in Kinston. 
 Christian Formation is a lifelong jour-
ney of growth, exploration and faith.  At each 
step along the way whether we are children, 
teenagers, young adults or older adults, we con-
tinue to develop, grow and challenge our 
faith.  The Christian Formation Committee in 
the Diocese of East Carolina strives to be a re-
source for any parish and/or person involved 
with Christian Formation at any age.  
 The Committee’s goals are: to support 
parishes and the individuals carrying out forma-
tion in their parishes; to provide access to a va-

riety of Christian Formation resources; and to 
help parishes discern the best ways to provide 
lifelong formation opportunities in their parish. 

Altar Flowers  
 August, by tradition, is a 
slow month on our Altar Flowers 
calendar and this year proves to 
be no exception.   
 If you would be inter-

ested in helping our Altar Guild by providing 
flowers for August 17th, 24th or 31st contact 
Lori Taylor at 252.799.1951 or Corey Baker at 
252.508.4920.    

The August through October 2014 
edition of Forward Day by Day is 
now available in the narthex in both 
regular and large print editions. 


