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 The Episcopal Church welcomes you!  Found on 

bumper stickers, and on those corner signs that point the 

way to the nearest Episcopal church a block or two 

away, this phrase says a lot in very few words, encour-

aging outsiders to explore what the Episcopal Church as 

a denomination is all about, while extending an invita-

tion into a particular local Episcopal community of wor-

ship. For Episcopalians, the phrase is both a description 

of our vision of who we are as Christian community, 

and a challenge for us to live into our role as those doing 

the welcoming. 

 If you have visited many churches other than your 

own, you probably have an idea of what welcome feels 

like. Perhaps a smile, a hello, an extended hand, or an 

invitation to coffee or Sunday School told you that 

someone was glad you were there—whether you were 

just visiting or shopping for a new church home. Per-

haps someone made an effort to say they hoped you 

would come again or sent you a card in the mail, thank-

ing you for your visit or inviting you to a church func-

tion.  

 There are lots of ways to offer welcome, but 

many of us worry that we might fail to strike the right 

chord when extending welcome. Afraid we might come 

on too strong and scare someone away, we often err on 

the side of maintaining our distance—letting someone 

else do the honors. If we decide someone we don’t know 

seems to be not like us, we might even avoid contact, 

assuming that they wouldn’t be interested in talking to 

someone like us, or that they probably won’t come back 

anyway. 

 Church communities where most everyone has 

known everyone else for a long time are especially chal-

lenged to be welcoming, because its members are so 

comfortable with each other that they have forgotten 

what it feels like to be an outsider, or what it takes for 

someone new to feel like they belong. Stepping into a 

new church community is like having Thanksgiving din-

ner with someone else’s family—no matter how happy 

they are to have you there, you still don’t know what or 

who anyone is talking about.   

 Still, hospitality to the stranger is important—not 

just because we might want to grow our church a bit, but 

because it is foundational to our faith, grounded in the 

gospel of Jesus Christ. Becoming intentional practition-

ers of Christian welcome moves us beyond just being 

nice to anyone who wanders inside our church on any 

given Sunday, towards a life beyond our imagination, 

transformed in the radical hospitality of Jesus Christ.  

 Church of the Advent is forming a new Hospitali-

ty/Welcoming group to explore how we as a community 

can offer welcome to others who seek what we have—

the love of God expressed in community. If you have an 

interest—or a call—to participate in this new project, 

contact Jim Allen at jimallen1209@gmail.com or 252-

717-6391. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Calendar 

August 5, 12, 19, 26 

10:00 am 

Sunday Worship 

August 8 

6:00 pm. 

Wednesday Worship 

http://jimallen1209@gmail.com
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 Khira Jefferson is our new nursery attendant until 

mid-August when she 

departs for college. 

 Church and dioce-

san policy requires that a 

second person be in at-

tendant when children 

are present. On recent 

Sundays, Lori Taylor and 

Jim Allen have been 

among the volunteers. 

Kit Reddick volunteered 

during June. 

 Volunteers need to complete Safeguarding God’s 

Children training which can be done online in about two 

hours. 

 Other volunteers are needed. Please sign up 

through the church office or through the sign-up posted 

in the church narthex. 

 Volunteers need to be in the nursery by 9:45 am. 

If no children arrive by 10:15, then the volunteer may 

continue on to church service. 

Midweek Evening Prayer 

 Our schedule of monthly gatherings for midweek 

Evening Prayer at 6 pm, followed by pot luck dinner 

together in the parish hall and an offering of Christian 

Formation continues on the 

second Wednesday of each 

month from August through 

November with a class and 

discussion on Contemplative 

Prayer. 

 Prayers of praise, 

thanksgiving and petition are very familiar in our faith 

tradition. Contemplative Christian spirituality is more 

about listening to what God is saying to us. Contempla-

tive practices include Centering Prayer—focused on 

silence and listening rather than speaking, Lectio 

Divina—an ancient way to listen to scripture, and the 

Labyrinth—an tool for silent prayer while walking in a 

centuries old pattern.  The evening programs will con-

clude by 8 pm. 

 Potluck themes will be:  August 8 – Summer 

cold salad/sandwiches; September 12 – Mexican; Oc-

tober 10 – Italian; November 14 – Thanksgiving favor-

ites. 

Church under construction 

 Using the residue of insurance monies from Hur-

ricane Matthew, Senior Warden 

Doug Chesson has been supervis-

ing work done on the church to 

repair and prevent water damage 

around the altar area. 

 On the church exterior, 

work was done to repair deteriorating mortar between 

bricks due to water damage and in the church interior, 

work was done to repair the plaster damaged by water 

and to repaint the wall behind the altar. 

New Adult Meeting Room 

 Rev. Ellen is moving her office upstairs in the 

parish hall to make room for an adult classroom and 

meeting room in the space previously set aside for the 

Rector’s Study. The intention of this experiment is to 

offer a more intimate space than the parish hall for small 

group gatherings and discussions, 

such as adult Sunday School and 

administrative meetings. This will 

bypass the acoustic challenges for 

some with meetings held in the 

parish hall while still allowing a 

table for books, papers and a cup of 

coffee during meetings or class. 

The Priest in Charge will of course continue to meet 

with anyone downstairs as needed. An evaluation with 

feedback will be sought after a season of use to deter-

mine whether to keep the change or go back to the for-

mer set up. 

Adult Christian Education 

 Beginning on Sunday September 16 Adult 

Christian formation classes will be held each Sunday 

morning from at 10–10:45 am when Holy Eucharist is 

scheduled. Rev. Ellen Richardson will lead the sessions 

through end of November and 

cover Episcopal beliefs and 

practices based on the new book 

Walk in Love by Scott Gunn 

and Melody Wilson Shobe. 

Though it will not be necessary 

to purchase or read the book to 

attend the class, some will find it 

helpful. 

 The topics covered in the 

class will be especially helpful 

for any adult wanting to learn 

more about the Episcopal 

Church or considering Confirmation or Reception dur-

ing the next scheduled visit to Church of the Advent by 

Bishop Rob Skirving on December 2, 2018. 
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General Convention: Follow-

ing the Way of Jesus 
(adapted from Episcopal News Service July 16, 2018) 

 The governing body the Episcopal Church meets 

every three years in the Summer bringing elected dele-

gates and bishops from throughout the Episcopal 

Church together to worship and do the work of the 

church.  The 79th General Convention met July 5-13 in 

Austin, Texas.  

 Heeding Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s call 

to “Follow the Way of Jesus,” delegates acted on a 

number of resolutions on key issues such 

as immigration, prayer book revision, the Israel-

Palestine conflict, and readmitting the Episcopal 

Church of Cuba as a diocese.  

 They passed a $134 million budget that prioritiz-

es evangelism, racial reconciliation and creation care.  

 In his opening sermon on July 5, Presiding Bish-

op Michael Curry challenged every Episcopalian to em-

brace the “Way of Love: Practices for a Jesus-centered 

life” as a way to help the church enter into a new era of 

spiritual growth.  A service  on July 7 drew a crowd of 

more than 2,500 people. 

 Resolutions passed at General Convention in-

clude Resolution B012 giving all Episcopalians the 

ability to be married by their priests in their home 

churches, giving full access to two trial-use marriage 

rites for same-sex and opposite-sex couples approved 

by the 2015 meeting of General Convention.  Resolu-

tion B012 allows clergy in charge of a congregation the 

ability to provide access to the trial use of the marriage 

rites for same-sex and opposite-sex couples, no longer 

requiring the direction of their bishop. It also says that 

if a bishop “holds a theological position that does not 

embrace marriage for same-sex couples,” he or she may 

invite another bishop to provide pastoral support to any 

couple requesting the rites, and to the clergy member 

and congregation involved. No clergy shall be com-

pelled to perform marriage rites for anyone at any time. 

These trial rites will continue until the completion of 

the next comprehensive revision of the Book of Com-

mon Prayer, expected to be accomplished years into the 

future. 

 General Convention adopted a plan for liturgical 

and prayer book revision while continuing to use the 

1979 Book of Common Prayer. The amended resolution 

R A068 calls for bishops to engage worshipping com-

munities in their dioceses in the creation of alternative 

liturgical texts to be 

submitted to a new Task 

Force of bishops, clergy 

and lay persons on Li-

turgical and Prayer 

Book Revision to be 

appointed by the presid-

ing bishop and the pres-

ident of the House of 

Deputies. The intention 

of alternative texts will 

be to utilize inclusive 

and expansive language 

and imagery for humanity and divinity, and will incor-

porate understanding, appreciation and care of God’s 

creation.  This resolution gives permission to those con-

gregations that desire to use optional expansive lan-

guage versions of Eucharistic Prayers A, B, and D  from 

the 1979 Book of Common Prayer.  

 Other activities during General Convention in-

cluded listening to the voices and stories of women and 

attending a liturgy where bishops offered laments and 

confession for the church’s role in sexual harassment, 

exploitation and abuse. Some delegates offered a public 

witness against gun violence.  Convention passed three 

resolutions on issues of immigration, taking a stand 

against family separations, encouraging congregations 

to support immigrants facing deportation, including 

physical sanctuary if they so choose. Some attended a 

prayer vigil outside an immigrant detention cen-

ter challenging the actions of the U.S. government in its 

enforcement of immigration policies. Multiple resolu-

tions were submitted regarding the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict; those which passed successfully noted the 

plight of Palestinian children, the status of Jerusalem 

and the use of lethal force on both sides, encouraging 

peace through financial investment decisions. There 

was also a successful resolution to readmit the Episco-

pal Church of Cuba as a diocese of the Episcopal 

Church, welcoming Cuba into Province II. 

 Bishop Rob Skirving posted links, comments and 

photos on his facebook page throughout the General 

Convention and more detailed information can be found 

through the Diocese of East Carolina  website. 

Dear COA Family, 

 Thanks to all for the cards, 

notes and visits in the recent 

months. They have helped to keep 

my spirits up, adjust to a new life 

style, and absences from home and 

my friends and church. I appreci-

ate, also, the warm welcome and feeling of still a part 

of COA when I return for services from time to time. 

 Best wishes to all and with gratitude, I am 

Sincerely, 

Mary Charles 

July 15, 2018 

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/tag/immigration/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/tag/israel-palestine
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/tag/evangelism
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2018/07/05/presiding-bishop-urges-episcopalians-to-embrace-way-of-love-for-spiritual-growth
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2018/07/07/presiding-bishop-preaches-god-is-love-and-gives-life-message-during-austin-revival
https://www.vbinder.net/resolutions/B012?house=hd&lang=en
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2018/07/05/bishops-lament-and-confess-the-churchs-role-in-sexual-harassment-exploitation-and-abuse/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2018/07/08/schentrups-deliver-emotional-plea-to-end-gun-violence
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2018/07/08/episcopalians-gather-in-public-witness-outside-immigrant-detention-center
http://ecdio.org/News%20&%20Events/the-79th-general-convention-of-the-episcopal-church.html
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Parish Family Weekend XXVII at Trinity Center 

Twenty-three parishioners with family and friends en-

joyed time on the beach, at the movies, and playing 

Scrabble. 

Sunday morning Eucharist beach-

side at the Pavilion. 

When did Rev. Ellen become a bishop? 

View from the Pavilion. 

Out and About at Trinity 

 Several parishioners will attend events at Trinity 

Center during the month of August. 

 Mary Anne Crowe, Betty Jones, Lucia Peel, Kit 

Reddick, Gail Young, and Rev. Ellen will attend the 

Episcopal Church Women Annual Gathering for the day 

on August 15. 

 The following day, Music Director Brandon 

Woodley will arrive to attend the Diocesan Music Con-

ference on August 16 through August 19. 
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The Church of the Advent 
Founded 1850 

 

The Rev. Dr. Ellen Richardson,  

Priest-in-Charge 

Sunday-Thursday, 9:30 a. m.-3:30 p. m. 

ellenrichardson52@gmail.com 
 

Doug Chesson, Senior Warden 

Don Beach, Junior Warden 
 

Joe Jernigan, Parish Administrator 

Monday-Friday, 9:00 a. m. –12 noon 

1:00 –2:00 p. m. 
 

124 West Church Street 

P. O. Box 463 

Williamston, NC  27892 

Telephone 252.792.2244 

advent1850@gmail.com 

www.williamstonepiscopalchurch.com 
 

Diocese of East Carolina 

The Rt. Rev’d. Robert S. Skirving, 

Bishop  

Diocesan House 

705 Doctors Drive 

P. O. Box 1336 

Kinston, NC  28503 

Telephone 252-522-0885 

Fax 252.523.5272 

www.diocese-eastcarolina.org 
 

Trinity Center 

P. O. Drawer 380 

Salter Path, NC  28575 

Telephone 888.874.6287 

Fax 252.247.3290 

trinity@mail.clis.com 

www.trinityctr.com 

 The Prayer List is found in the notebook marked 

“Prayer Lists” on the usher’s table in the narthex of the 

church. Names may be added at any time by writing 

them in the notebook or calling the church office after 

requesting permission of those for whom prayer is re-

quested. The Prayer List is read aloud weekly at Sunday 

services. Contact the church office if you wish to have a 

name added, re-listed, or taken off the list.  
 

Prayer List 

Betty and Charles Crowe 

Florence Bakes 

Lennox Palmer 

Sandra Allen 

Nan Chesson 

Ronnie Wynne 

Mary Charles Coppage 

Mac Allen 

Frances Whittington 

Mike Buchannon 

 

Birthdays  

3, Brian Swift 

4, Christopher Bosso 

8, Ryan Stancill 

9, Betty Jones 

10, Catherine Cohen 

12, Jess Miller 

15, Collins Crowe and John Roney 

23, Jane Allen 

26, Janice Greene and Tom Slade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Church of the Advent is a nurturing, vibrant, and inclusive community inviting 

spiritual growth through liturgical worship, outreach, and fellowship. 
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11 Pentecost 

10:00 A.M. 

HE II 

  

12 
  

12 Pentecost 

10:00 A.M. 

MP II 

  

19 
  

13 Pentecost 

10:00 A.M. 

HE II 

  

26 
  

14 Pentecost 

10:00 A.M. 

HE II 

  

          

Acolyte Will Michel   Dawson Taylor Will Michel 

Acolyte Standrick Jefferson   Jean Miller Standrick Jefferson 

Acolyte         

Acolyte         

          

Lessons Kit Reddick Valerie Cooke John Price Chuck Cohen 

Intercessor Kit Reddick   Al Chesson Lucia Peel 

Eucharistic Minister Don Beach   Chloe Tuttle Don Beach 

          

Altar Guild Lori Taylor Lori Taylor Lori Taylor Lori Taylor 

        

Ushers Doug Chesson Doug Chesson Doug Chesson Doug Chesson 

Jim Allen Jim Allen Jim Allen Jim Allen 

Church of the Advent 

August 2018 

Lay Schedule 


