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Greetings from the Rev. 

Connie Connelly 
 God is good, all the time. I never doubt that, but, 

when I get caught up in the stuff of day to day living, I 

tend to take it for granted. Then, God gets my attention, 

something good happens, and I reckon God is in the 

mix. When I told persons whose wisdom I trust that I 

had been approached about the possibility of serving 

again at the Church of the Advent, every response was 

encouraging. One friend insisted it was a “God thing.” 

She recalled my describing you as “good folks who do 

church well, seem genuinely committed to deepening 

your faith and like to get together and have fun.” My 

daughters reminded me that I always seemed especially 

happy after supplying Sunday mornings at the Advent. 

And so, discerning the call to serve as your priest in 

charge has convinced me that God is, indeed, in the 

mix. I am very excited that soon I will be joining you. 

Meanwhile, I am experiencing bountiful gifts of hospi-

tality and generosity that seem to flow naturally in the 

course of your welcoming me and helping me to settle 

in. 

 I am a native North Carolinian. I was born in 

Morganton and grew up in Charlotte in a loving family. 

My older sister and brother have died, but my two re-

maining sisters and I keep in close contact. My high 

school sweetheart, Charlie Connelly, and I married at 

Christmas while he was in law school and I had just one 

summer session left to graduate from Converse College. 

Eight years later our daughter Kess was born, and Caty 

arrived fourteen months after her sister’s birth. 

 Kess  has a Masters Degree in Arts Management. 

Although she has extensive experience in the arts field, 

she opted for the management piece working first at 

Marriott International, then at Bank of America, and 

now at Wells Fargo. Her husband Brandon Clark is a 

nurse practitioner with a pulmonary critical care prac-

tice associated with Atrium Health in Charlotte. They 

have three beautiful daughters: Caroline, Clara and 

Catherine. Caty has a Masters in Fine Arts, and lots of 

experience teaching art, natural science and yoga. She is 

married to my seminary classmate, Jonah Kendall, who 

after serving 12 years as Rector of St. Philips in Durham 

recently accepted a call to serve as Rector of St. Thomas 

in Sun Valley, Idaho. They and their wonderful two 

daughters, Scout and Beau, are trying to find all the 

ways they can have fun in snow. Sadly, Charlie died 

suddenly and unexpectedly 14 years ago before Kess 

and Brandon were married and any of his grandchildren 

were born. 

 My family is deeply-rooted in Anglicanism, all 

the way back to the beginning of the Church of Eng-

land. I grew up going to church: Christ Church in Char-

lotte and my grandparents’ Episcopal Churches when 

visiting them. I had somewhat of a dropout period dur-

ing college and right after, but enthusiastically returned, 

immersing myself in church work. I firmly believe that 

the Episcopal Church is greatly enriched by attracting 

people from various religious traditions. 

 My vocational discernment process was not en-

tered into gracefully. At first I was in denial, then re-

sisted; and, when I finally gave in, it was wholehearted 

and filled with gratitude. I went to the General Theo-

logical Seminary in New York City primarily because I 

wanted to walk out the door and be in the thick of every 

aspect of urban life. It was a plunge that was life-

changing. General is the oldest seminary in the Angli-

can Communion and the only one owned by the Episco-

pal Church. It attracts graduates from most selective 

colleges and universities. Realizing that, I counted on 

(Continued on page 2) 
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God loving the “C” student as much as ones with well-

honed intellects. I thrived and graduated cum laude. My 

honors thesis was an exploration of my journey towards 

a theology of social ministry. Michael Curry, my bishop 

at the time, urged me to take that on and sent books and 

other materials as resources for the journey. After 

graduation, he assigned me to serve as urban missioner 

in one of Charlotte’s most troubled inner-city neighbor-

hoods. Shortly before I arrived at the historically black 

chapel that would be my base, the former youth director 

had molested four youth. The chapel that had been a 

beacon of hope for over a century became a place that 

aroused suspicion, pain and anger. My job was to min-

gle with neighbors and give ear to the hurt and despair 

that raged. I had recently been ordained as transitional 

deacon and wondered if the vocational diaconate was 

where I belonged.  I came to realize that all my hands-

on involvement through the years actually was validat-

ing my call to servant ministry as a priest. It has given 

me some tools for helping others engage in ministries 

that are as various and particular as God’s gifts and call. 

Too, proclamation urging reaching out and connecting 

with others is grounded in lived experience. 

 Ministry has led me many places, some of them 

surprising and some not so much.  I have served in the 

Dioceses of North Carolina, Western North Carolina, 

Connecticut, and Central Gulf Coast. Three parishes 

were very large, another two large enough to be consid-

ered program-size and a few were small congregations. 

Frankly, I have loved it all, but more quickly establish 

rapport  with the people in small parishes. That is be-

cause it is easier to get to really know parishioners in a 

family-size congregation. In my experience, when you 

know someone you are inclined to accept them as they 

are and, in turn, be authentic in presenting yourself. I am 

eager to hear your stories, hopes, dreams and challenges. 

Knowing and being known develops trust, creates rela-

tionships, builds community and sparks love.  The im-

pulse to fall in love with you was activated seven years 

ago when I served as supply priest. I hope that our new 

relationship will lead to a shared ministry experience 

that is fruitful and joyful and a testament to God’s good-

ness.  

(Continued from page 1) Christmas Outreach 
 This year, Church of the Ad-

vent is adopting five foster children 

through Martin County Social Ser-

vices and have prepared requests 

from their wish lists. 

 The requests give you com-

plete instructions along with the 

child’s name and age and wish. You 

may wish to partner with someone 

else to fulfill a request. 

 Please remember to wrap 

your gift and use the request tag to 

tag the gift.  Gifts are due by Sun-

day, December 6. 

 Sadly, last year some requests 

were taken and not returned so we 

were several presents short.  

 If you have any questions or if you find that all 

requests have been taken and you still wish to partici-

pate, please see Kit Reddick and she will help you. Kit 

is also willing to be a personal shopper as well. 

Annual Parish Meeting 
 Canon, or church law, states that once a year —  

as soon as possible after the first Sunday in Advent — 

the parish conducts a parish-wide meeting. 

 This year the meeting will be on 

Sunday, December 13 following the 

morning service. 

 The 2020budget, along with a 

report on Stewardship Sunday, will be 

presented. 

 An election will be held for three 

vestry members for three year terms. 

 Candidates should be contacted 

ahead of time to ensure their intent and 

commitment. 

 The vestry meets monthly as well as for called 

meetings. 

 The following are retiring from the vestry this 

year: 

Johnny Miller 

Kit Reddick 

Lori Taylor 

 An election will also be held for delegates to the 

diocesan convention to be held February 13 virtually.  
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A Candlelight Service for the Longest Night 

Monday, December 21 

6:00 P. M. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 When the sun sets on Monday, December 21, the longest night will begin — the winter solstice. 

 As we near Christmas with all of its energy promoting joy and happiness and family warmth, some 

of us may think instead of those no longer with us. Or some of us may be thinking of separation from fam-

ily due to distance or finances or work situations. Or some of us may be thinking of other losses. 

 And we will all be coping with a Christmas different from ones in the past due to ongoing Covid-19 

pandemic. 

 This service recognizes that Christmas does bring some sadness in the midst of all the lights, decora-

tions, and music. 

 The service consists of prayers, scripture, a litany of remembrance, and an Advent wreath candle 

lighting. 

 Worshippers will be given votive candles to receive the light of the Christ candle. 

 Bobby Green will offer the singing of “Silent Night “on his ukulele. Bandon Woody will provide 

quiet meditative organ music. 

 Come join us as we take time from our busy preparations to be quiet and feel the presence of Christ. 

 Come join us as we seek comfort knowing that Christ is the true light leading us out of the darkness.  

Christmas Under the Stars 

Old Fashion Christmas Caroling 

on the Lawn 
 

Williamston Memorial Baptist Church 

109 West Church Street 
 

Sunday, December 20 

5:30 P. M. 

Rain Date is Monday, December 21 
 

Refreshments will be served. 

Bring your own lawn chair and mask. 

Social Distancing will be in place. 
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Getting Ready for Christmas 

Eve Service 
 It is customary in the 

Episcopal Church to have 

greenery and Christmas 

poinsettias decorating the 

church as we celebrate this 

special holy season. 

 To do so, the Altar 

Guild is asking parishioners 

to make a donation in mem-

ory or honor of loved ones. 

We are suggesting a $12.00 donation per honoree; how-

ever, a contribution of any amount is welcome. Honor-

ees will be listed alphabetically in the Christmas Eve 

worship booklet. 

 If you would like to make a donation for the 

Christmas greens, please contact Joe Jernigan. 

 After the Christmas Eve service, poinsettias will 

be available for parishioners on a first-come, first-serve 

basis. 

Music for Christmas Eve 

Service 
 Church Musician 

Brandon Woody is sending 

out an appeal for volun-

teers interested in contrib-

uting to the prelude music 

for Christmas Eve Festal 

Eucharist. He is looking 

for vocalists and instrumentalists. 

 Contact Brandon if you are interested. 

Christmas Eve Festal Eucharist 

Time To Be Determined 

Thank You for Your Service 
 There are many people who have stepped up and 

deserve thanks this year. If I tried to list them all I 

would surely forget someone, but I thought special 

thanks are in order for our Morning Prayer Worship 

Leaders Jane Jernigan, John Price, Kit Reddick and Bill 

Webb and our Evening Prayer Worship Leader Brandon 

Woody. 

 2020 started out as a difficult year. We were 

without a priest and 

the supply priest list 

was very short. With 

some outside of the 

box thinking, we were 

able to have a priest 

most Sundays early in 

the year. Then came 

the pandemic and get-

ting supply priests be-

came even more diffi-

cult, eventually getting 

down to one Eucharist per month. We give a big thank 

you to Rev. Donna Kraus for that. 

 So with the difficulties of getting supply priests, 

our lay worship leaders have been asked to do a lot this 

year. Normally a lay leader will lead about one Sunday 

every three to four months. Since March that has in-

creased to once per month.  

 There is also a lot of effort that goes on before the 

service just to get ready. Worship leaders have to take 

the time to prepare for the service and often putting to-

gether their own reflections. I have seen Jane spend 

hours researching and preparing for a reflection. 

 So I encourage all of you to take the time to thank 

our worship leaders for all they do for us. 

-Joe Jernigan-Parish Administrator 

Stewardship Notes 
 If you need a pledge 

card, call the church 

office. Cards are also 

available on the usher 

table in the narthex. 

 Thanks to your generosity, we collected $240.00 for 

the Thanksgiving Harvest of Hope 2020 at the Food 

Bank of the Albemarle. Our collection will feed 960 

people. 

 The Vestry renewed its commitment to the Business 

Partners Program at Martin Memorial Library. The 

Program purchases periodicals for the library. The 

Church of the Advent is the only church partner 

posted in the library.  
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Friends,  

Welcome to “A Journey Through East Carolina!”  

 

In the early days of COVID-19, when so much else seemed 

out of control, I made a renewed commitment to some prac-

tices that have been good for my health. Walking regularly, 

eating more carefully, and reading and praying more fre-

quently are all a part of my renewed personal rule of life. During my month of sabbatical time this summer I was able 

to give even more attention to these spiritual disciplines and the benefits have become clear to me.  

 

Now I am inviting you to join me in A Journey Through East Carolina, as a way of strengthening your individual 

life and faith and as a way for us to renew our common life as God’s people in eastern North Carolina. Beginning on 

November 29, the First Sunday of Advent, and continuing for seventy days, we will MOVE, LEARN, PRAY and 

GIVE together.  

 

MOVE We will MOVE together along the length of U.S. Route 17, a historic highway that crosses through our dio-

cese, from Virginia in the north to South Carolina in the south. We will walk, run, bike, paddle, swim or MOVE in 

whatever way is good for us and that benefits our health. No matter how many miles we each MOVE, alone or with 

others, together we will easily complete the entire distance. You’re invited to register and log your miles with the rest 

of us, so that we can keep track of the total number of miles we MOVE together.  

 

LEARN We will share resources each week that will help us to LEARN more about the breadth and diversity of the 

thirty-three North Carolina counties that make up the Diocese of East Carolina. For each county, we’ll LEARN a 

little about the unique history, the particular challenges faced, and the impact of COVID-19.  

 

PRAY We will offer video meditations each week, along with other resources designed to support us as we PRAY 

for one another, for the ministries of our congregations, and for clarity about God’s mission for the Church in this 

diocese. As we PRAY together, we will also prepare for a more formal process of discerning the mission priorities of 

our diocese, a process to be launched at our Annual Diocesan Convention in February.  

 

GIVE We will each be encouraged to consider the ways that we can GIVE to the needs that we see around us, sup-

porting our congregations and communities with our time, talents and treasures. We will also be challenged to GIVE 

generously in support of Trinity Center as it reopens and as our staff prepare for next year’s camping season. There 

are some really significant capital repairs that need attention, and our goal as a group will be to GIVE the equivalent 

of $1,000 for each mile of the journey along U.S. Route 17.  

 

From this webpage, you can link to pages that offer more details about each of these four disciplines.1 Whether you 

commit to all four or only to one, it is my prayer that we will each be strengthened for the journey ahead, a journey 

that will continue in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic, beyond our 2020 Presidential Election and into all that 

God holds for our future. It is also my prayer that, through this journey and the discernment process to follow, the 

people of the Diocese of East Carolina will be renewed in our connectedness, in our shared identity, and in clarity 

about the mission that God has given to us.  

 

Now, let’s get going!  

 

Yours in Christ,  

 
Rob Skirving  

Bishop, Episcopal Diocese of East Carolina 

 
1This letter is posted on the website of the Diocese of East Carolina with the hyperlink for registration for A Journey 

Through East Carolina. 
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Church of the Advent 
Founded 1850 

 

The Rev. Connie Connelly, Priest-in-Charge 

Sunday-Tuesday, 9:30 a. m.-3:30 p. m. 
 

Joe Jernigan, Parish Administrator 

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon 
 

Brandon Woody, Organist/Choir Master 
 

Johnny Miller, Senior Warden 

Don Beach, Junior Warden 
 

124 West Church Street 

P. O. Box 463 

Williamston, NC 27892 

Telephone: 252.792.2244 

Email: advent1850@gmail.com 

www.williamstonepiscopalchurch.com 

 The Prayer List is found in the notebook marked 

“Prayer Lists” on the usher’s table in the narthex of the 

church. Names may be added at any time by writing 

them in the notebook or calling the church office after 

requesting permission of those for whom prayer is re-

quested. The Prayer List is read aloud weekly at Sunday 

services. Contact the church office if you wish to have a 

name added, re-listed, or taken off the list. 

 

Prayer List 

James & Janice 

Frankie     Jim 

Bridgette & Lanita 

Dennis     Jody 

Mary Charles 

Bill & Nita 

Amber 

Lucia 
 

Birthdays 

7 ~ Gail 

9 ~ Jim 

9 ~ Kit 

10 ~ Lucia 

12 ~ Jeanie 

12 ~ Robert 

17 ~ Anna 

29 ~ Chelsea 

30 ~ Ann 

 The Church of the Advent is a nurturing, vibrant, and inclusive community inviting 

spiritual growth through liturgical worship, outreach, and fellowship. 

    MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

      December 
      December 6 Holy Eucharist  11:00 am 
      December 9 Vestry Meeting  5:30 pm 
      December 13 Holy Eucharist / Annual Meeting  11:00 am 
      December 20 Lessons and Carols  11:00 am 
      December 21 Service for the Longest Night  6:00 pm 
      December 24 Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist  Time TBD 
      December 27 Morning Prayer  11:00 am 
 

      January Schedule Still Under Construction 


