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Founded 1850 
 

The Rev’d. J. Robert Spainhour 
Priest in Charge 

Mr. William O. Webb, senior warden 

Mr. Joseph E. Jernigan, junior warden 

Mr. Stephen Batten, parish administrator 
 

124 West Church Street 

P. O. Box 463 

Williamston, NC  27892 

Telephone 252.792.2244 

Fax 252.792.2244 

E-mail coa@coastalnet.com 

www.williamstonepiscopalchurch.com 
 

Diocese of East Carolina 

The Rt. Rev’d. Robert S.  Skirving 
Bishop  

Diocesan House 

705 Doctors Drive 

P. O. Box 1336 

Kinston, NC  28503 

Telephone 888.622.4778 

Fax 252.523.5272 

www.diocese-eastcarolina.org 
 

Trinity Center 

P. O. Drawer 380 

Salter Path, NC  28575 

Telephone 888.874.6287 

Fax 252.247.3290 

E-mail trinity@mail.clis.com 

www.trinityctr.com 

 The Prayer List is found in a notebook 

marked “Prayer Lists” on the table in the nar-

thex of the church. Names may be added at any 

time by writing them in the notebook or by call-

ing the church office.  
 

Prayer List 

Beverly Mills 

Kathleen Johnson 

James Ford 

Verner Godwin 

Deborah Willoughby 

Abby Cameron 

Mac Allen 

Pepper Etheridge 

Tommy Wellington 

James Swain 

Trey Weldon 

Norman James 

Mary Baker 

Hal Ocamb 

Katherine Burdick 

David Stocks 

Alton  

Betty Robinson 

Donald Hargrove 
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Lenten Resource Guide 

 Our Presiding Bishop’s  

Message for 

Lent 2015 

 Lent is about to be-

gin. That word in English 

comes from an Old English 

word that means “to 

lengthen,” and it’s a re-

minder of the days getting 

longer as we move toward summer out of the 

dark of winter. 

 But in a number of other languages, 

particularly Spanish and French, the word for 

“Lent” reflects “forty days,” “cuaresma.” Forty 

days of wandering in the desert, forty days of 

Jesus out in the desert. 

 It’s also about a journey.  And it’s a 

journey that is about enlightenment if we’re 

willing to think about it that way. 

 Lent is an ancient tradition of solidarity 

and preparation for those who look forward to 

Baptism at the Easter Vigil.  It has always been 

a time for prayer and study, fasting, self-denial, 

and alms-giving, sharing what we have with 

those who do not have.  Prayer is an opportu-

nity to reflect on who walks with us in the de-

sert, who brings light into the world. Study is an 

opportunity to do the same kinds of things look-

ing at the history of our tradition, where have 

human beings found light and direction in their 

journey through this world.  Fasting and self-

denial are an inward-reflection on what it is that 

keeps us in the dark, or what it is that keeps us 

directionless, or that keeps us overly self-

focused.  And it becomes an invitation to turn 

outward and share what we have with those 

who have not.  To build solidarity among God’s 

people and the rest of the earth. 

 One of the most memorable Ash 

Wednesdays I ever spent was in San Jose, Costa 

Rica, in a school for children. I was asked to 

place ashes on the foreheads of toddlers.  It was 

a provocative experience in the deepest sense, 

reminding very small children that they are 

mortal. 

 That cross that comes on our foreheads 

on Ash Wednesday is a reminder of the cross 

that’s put there at Baptism.  You are sealed by 
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the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as 

Christ’s own forever.  The cross that comes at 

Ash Wednesday is a reminder that you are dust 

and to dust we shall return, that we share that 

dust with every other human being who has ever 

walked this planet, that we share that dust with 

the stars and the planets, that we share that dust 

with all that has been created.  We are made for 

relationship with creator and creation. 

Lent and cuaresma is a journey to walk toward 

that light.  May it be a blessed one this year. 

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori 

Presiding Bishop and Primate 

The Episcopal Church 

100 People:  A World  

Portrait 

 The world population has now reached 

7 billion people. This milestone inspired us to 

conduct research to update our statistics, and the 

changes over the past 5 years are remarkable. In 

2006, only 1 person out of 100 would have had 

a college education-- today that number has 

jumped to 7 thanks in part to advances in higher 

education in Asia. The detailed research and 

source information can be found here and the 

statistics provided by Donella Meadows in 1990 

that originally inspired our project can be 

viewed here. 
 

 

If the World were 100 PEOPLE: 
 

50 would be female 

50 would be male  
 

26 would be children 

There would be 74 adults, 

8 of whom would be 65 and older 
 

There would be: 

60 Asians 

 

15 Africans 

14 people from the Americas 

11 Europeans 
 

33 Christians 

22 Muslims 

14 Hindus 

7 Buddhists 

12 people who practice other religions 

12 people who would not be aligned with a  

religion 
 

12 would speak Chinese 

5 would speak Spanish 

5 would speak English 

3 would speak Arabic 

3 would speak Hindi 

3 would speak Bengali 

3 would speak Portuguese 

2 would speak Russian 

2 would speak Japanese 

62 would speak other languages 
 

83 would be able to read and write;  

17 would not  
 

7 would have a college degree 

22 would own or share a computer 
 

77 people would have a place to shelter them 

from the wind and the rain, but 23 would not  
 

1 would be dying of starvation 

15 would be undernourished 

21 would be overweight  
 

87 would have access to safe drinking water 

13 people would have no clean, safe water to 

drink 

 
Sources: 2012 - Fritz Erickson, Provost and Vice President for Academic 

Affairs, Ferris State University (Formerly Dean of Professional and Gradu-

ate Studies, University of Wisconsin - Green Bay) and John A. Vonk, 

University of Northern Colorado, 2006; Returning Peace Corps Volunteers 

of Madison Wisconsin, Unheard Voices: Celebrating Cultures from the 

Developing World, 1992; Donella H. Meadows, The Global Citizen, May 

31, 1990.     

Feeding college stu-

dents on service tour 

 On Tuesday, March 10th, the Parish 

House will serve as an overnight stop for a 

group of 40 college students and their adult 

chaperones, all part of Students Today 

Leaders Forever (STLF) at Michigan Stare 

University. 

 The group is traveling south on its 

Pay It Forward Tour over spring break.  

 They are making stops to complete 

service projects to help various communi-

ties. 

 Father Rob has extended an invita-

tion for the students to camp out in the Par-

ish House for the night.  

 The Outreach Commission will 

serve up a light Lenten supper and provide 

Bojangles gift cards for the following morn-

ing breakfast. 

 Volunteers are needed to make six 

cakes. They may choose one of the follow-

ing. 

 9 x 13 yellow cake with chocolate icing 

 9 x 13 chocolate cake with chocolate 

icing 

 9x13 yellow cake with white icing 

 9x13 chocolate cake with white icing 

 9 x 13 yellow cake with chocolate icing 

 9 x 13 chocolate cake with chocolate 

icing 

 Volunteers are also needed to cut up 

carrots and celery sticks, carrots and celery 

to be provided. 

 Volunteers are needed to greet the 

group and answer questions while others are 

putting out the supper. 

 Please call Kit Reddick if you can 

help with any of this. 

MCMA Lenten 

Series at 

Methodist 

Church 

 The 2015 Martin County Ministerial 

Association Lenten Services will be held at the 

Williamston First United Methodist Church on 

East Church Street at Noon on the Wednesdays 

of Lent, beginning on February 18, Ash 

Wednesday, and continuing though the 

Wednesday in Holy Week, April 1. 

 Each week a different local member of 

the clergy will lead the service and provide a 

Lenten message followed by a light lunch pro-

vided by the church of the clergy speaking on 

that day. 
 

 

 February 18: Rev. Ray Tavenner 

 February 25: Rev. Roy Gray 

 March 4: Rev. Jim Clemmons 

 March 11: Rev. Jimmy Elks 

 March 18: Fr. Rob Spainhour 

 March 25: Memorial Baptist Clergy 

 April 1: Rev. Larris Tolson 
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Father Rob’s Reflections 

Lenten Book Study 
 

 Beginning on Ash 

Wednesday, February 18th, 

we will start our yearly pil-

grimage of 40 days in Lent.  

As is our custom, beginning 

on that day, our community 

Lenten programs will begin.  

They start at 12 noon and 

will be held this year at First 

United Methodist Church on Church Street.  (I 

will lead March 18th.)   

In our Parish, our regular Wednesday 

Eucharist will take place at 5:45 pm on the 25th 

of February but we are adding a neat twist. This 

year, immediately after that Eucharist, we will 

begin a book club study on Anna Fitch Courie’s 

book titled, Christ Walk: a 40-Day Spiritual Fit-

ness Program.  This book is aiming to tie our 

spiritual and emotional life into a topic that is on 

everyone’s mind--having a healthy physical 

body to complete the trifecta of mind, body and 

spirit.  This is not a book to make you exercise 

by running or jogging, but encourages an active 

lifestyle that suits your needs and abilities.  

 Please note Lent will officially begin 

with our Ash Wednesday service to be held at 

6:30 pm on February 18th but there is no study 

that night. Then, February 25th, March 4th, 11th 

and 25th are the dates selected for our study to 

begin immediately after Eucharist.   Note:  

drinks for supper will be provided, but we en-

courage you to being your own supper, healthy 

if you can, even a Healthy Choice meal.  But 

you are free to do as you are led.  We will eat 

and meet and discuss the book and its implica-

tions for our life.  A few extra books may be 

available at $12.24 for purchase.   

NEWS FLASH….Fellowship will pro-

vide supper on the 25th of March.  

As you think of the thing/s you will 

give up as a spiritual discipline and fast for 

Lent, or the thing/s you may take on that are 

new, I hope you will consider our offering on 

Wednesdays in Lent and join us for our Book 

Club.  We will work to be done in 45 minutes 

for each book study class.   

Lastly, I want to share some thoughts 

that came up in our wonderful Diocesan Con-

vention held recently in New Bern.  First of all, 

we have some wonderful young people in our 

Diocese and our Parish. In that light, please 

know that we have been chosen to have the Di-

ocesan Youth Council come here first to talk 

about what opportunities for our Youth exist on 

the Diocesan level.  (More to come in the near 

future on that)   

And I am struck by what fantastic aco-

lytes we have.   I want to see some of that lead-

ership shared at our Annual Acolyte Festival to 

be held April 24th-25th at St. Andrew’s, Nags 

Head.  We have a great deal to offer and much 

we could learn from others I am sure.  I will be 

teaching the class involving the altar and its 

proper setting.   

There was so much happening at our 

convention, but I left with a renewed vigor to 

see our youth be further impacted and for op-

portunities for our great kids to impact others.   

Faithfully Submitted,  

Father Rob+ 

Book of Remembrance 

 Every woman who is a member of 

the Episcopal Church is also a member of 

the Episcopal Church Women (ECW). 

 The ECW of the Diocese of East 

Carolina recognizes this by maintaining a 

Book of Remembrance containing the 

names of all Episcopal women who have 

died. 

 Each parish ECW is responsible for 

submitting the names with the death dates to 

the Keeper of the Book on the Diocesan 

ECW Board. 

 The names for the previous year are 

read aloud during the Holy Eucharist cele-

brated at the annual Diocesan ECW spring 

meeting. 

 It is hoped that each name be ac-

companied by $5.00 to provide for the in-

scription. 

 Coming on the ECW Diocesan 

Board in April 2014, I was surprised not to 

hear some of our women’s names read at 

the annual meeting in 2014. 

 I conferred with the Keeper of the 

Book to discover that the last entry from the 

Church of the Advent was Velma Coburn 

Harrison who died November 29, 1998. 

 I then went to the church registry 

and compiled the names of those following 

that of Velma’s with their death dates. 

 I have submitted the names to the 

Keeper of the Book who will inscribe them 

and read the names aloud at the annual 

meeting to be held in Goldsboro at St. 

Stephen’s on April 15. 

 The name will also be read one Sun-

day during Lent at the Church of the Ad-

vent. 

submitted by Kit Reddick, Secretary 

Diocesan Church Women 

 

Dorothy Godwin 

Lurene Bridgen 

Olivia Handy 

Mary Cooke Clayton 

Thelma Brown Roy 

Mary James Skinner 

Margaret Samuels Duncan 

Frances Perry Peel 

Iris Nelson Cooke 

Leona Godwin 

Velma Carstarphen 

Janet Forehand 

Julia Biggs Raines 

Katherine Clark Hoopes 

Elizabeth Warnke Reddick 

Muriel Leona Higgins French 

Jane Topping Lindsley 

Laura Anne Jones Bucher 

Jacqueline Marie Rouse Boykin 

Joyce Anne Cowan Ward 

Della Margaret Griffin James 

Keathley Land Malone 
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Lenten clean water pro-

ject 

 In addition to the usual papers and 

brochures collected from the recent Dioce-

san Convention, Delegate Doug Chesson 

brought back something extra — an empty 

plastic bucket with the name of the Church 

of the Advent on it. 

 All the churches in the Diocese of 

East Carolina are being challenged to col-

lect monies during Lent to provide clean 

water for those without. The monies will be 

sent to Episcopal Relief and Development 

(ERD) for its Gifts for Life program.. 

 Doug reported that in many commu-

nities, the young girls are sent out unpro-

tected each day to collect water which puts 

them at risk for abduction for human traf-

ficking and for molestation. Also, the girls 

miss opportunities to attend school as they 

must travel far. 

 With clean water available in their 

communities, the girls no longer have to 

travel afar and can attend school. 

 The bucket will be displayed at all 

services and events at the Church of the 

Advent during Lent. 

 You may drop in change or checks. 

 Checks need to be made out to the 

Church of the Advent with ERD Clean Wa-

ter on the memo line. 

 To help us with our collection, 

Stephen Batten has secured some special 

ERD collection boxes that you can use at 

home to collect loose change during Lent. 

 You collection box with its change 

 

can also be deposited in the bucket. 

 Remember, it only takes $35.00 to 

provide clean water for one person and 

$215.00 for a family. 

 Do you think the Church of the Ad-

vent can raise enough monies to help one 

family? 

   Hope Chests 

   And the 2015 

   Lenten 

   Meditation  

   Guides 

   Are Now in  

   The Church 

   Narthex. 

News from New Bern 

 The 132nd Annual 

Convention of the Diocese 

of East Carolina was held 

February 5th through 7th at 

the New Bern Convention 

Center. 

 Convention for-

mally opened with a service 

of Holy Eucharist celebrat-

ing the Feast of the Presen-

tation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple at 

6 p.m. on Thursday evening at historic Christ 

Church.  Our bishop, The Right Reverend Rob 

Skirving, was celebrant and homilist for the ser-

vice. 

 Bishop Skirving chose as the theme for 

this convention:  “Behold, I am doing a new 

thing . . .” Isaiah 43:19. 

 Excerpts from Bishop Skirving’s ad-

dress to the convention are reprinted to the right 

of this column. 

 During the business sessions of conven-

tion which followed, we learned that our own 

Father Rob Spainhour will continue his ser-

vice as the Chair of Elections for the 133rd 

Convention to be held in February 2016.  Fath-

her Rob will also continue serving on the Com-

mission on Ministry.  The Reverend Jim Hor-

ton was elected President of the Standing Com-

mittee of the Diocese of East Carolina.  Doug 

Chesson was elected to the Board of Trustees of 

the Foundation of the Diocese of East Carolina.  

Christine Chesson  diligently executed her du-

ties as chair of the parish delegation.  John 

Price also attended events throughout the week-

end.  (And yours truly was overjoyed to be pre-

From the Bishop’s Address on 6 February 2015: 

 “With other followers of Jesus Christ, 

we who are members of the Episcopal Church 

in the Diocese of East Carolina are called to be 

a new creation, our relationships transformed 

and our bonds of unity strengthened. Our differ-

ences should not divide us from one another. 

Rather, our diversity ought to make us stronger 

while also bearing witness to the power of God 

to overcome the sorts of conflicts and polariza-

tions that we find present in the world around 

us. Our confession that “Jesus is Lord” ought to 

be our primary rallying cry, with all other 

claims taking a lower priority. The quality of 

our relationships with one another ought to 

demonstrate our willingness and ability, in 

Christ, to live together and to love one another 

even in the midst of great differences.”  
 

 “Many of the resources that God pro-

vides for the church have been carried forward 

by the generations that have come before us…

our Book of Common Prayer, our buildings, 

and our wealth, as some examples. Other re-

sources are brand new, and we may not yet have 

even discovered them. As we move forward 

together, I hope and pray that we will draw 

freely from both the old and the new, from all 

of the treasures we have been given for God’s 

mission for the church.” 


