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we turned on the lights to begin the first service of East-

er, rejoicing with Alleluias and renewing our Baptismal 

Covenant.  

 Easter 

Sunday morning 

was joyful as the 

congregation 

welcomed 

friends, family 

and visitors to 

celebrate in a 

church adorned 

with spring flow-

ers and Easter lilies that Christ is Risen! The organ and 

choir were accompanied by an accomplished young mu-

sician who offered a glorious trumpet to our voices, and 

the Flowering Cross was dressed by visiting children 

with some help from our acolytes! 

 If you were out of town 

and missed joining us for our Ho-

ly Week and Easter services, we 

missed you and hoped you en-

joyed a spiritual renewal in Holy 

Week and Easter wherever you 

were. If you have never experi-

enced any of the Episcopal Holy 

Week services I encourage you to 

take a chance next time around to 

see what you might be missing.   

 To those who worked so hard to create such 

beautiful worship space and meaningful worship experi-

enced by those who present, may thanks and all bless-

ings! 

Ellen+ 

Christ is Risen! 

 Greetings of Eastertide! 

The Lord is Risen Indeed! Truly 

making the pilgrim's way through 

a Holy Lent and Holy Week al-

ways makes Easter seem so far 

away, and then suddenly it has 

come and gone as quickly as the 

women who found the tomb emp-

ty and then ran back in terror and 

amazement to tell the other disci-

ples. At Church of the Advent, we enjoyed a large group 

each Wednesday for bounteous soup and sandwiches 

and a deep and lively Lenten discussion on the issues 

and challenges faced at the End of Life.   

 On Palm Sunday we celebrated the Liturgy of the 

Palms and processed into the sanctuary with palms and 

palm crosses to hear the Passion Gospel read in dramatic 

parts by several participants.   

 Later in the week the Holy Week the services in 

the Episcopal tradition from the Book of Common Pray-

er were attended by a small group of the faithful.  

 On Maundy Thursday we followed the command-

ment of Jesus to love one another by washing one an-

other's feet, remembered the first Holy Eucharist at the 

Last Supper, and then stripped the altar bare, leaving 

quietly in the dark as we remembered what Jesus faced 

that night after his arrest. 

 On Good Friday we walked and prayed along the 

Stations of the Cross and said the Good Friday prayers, 

listening again to the Passion Gospel and sharing Holy 

Communion from reserved sacrament consecrated at the 

Maundy Thursday Eucharist.   

 The Great Vigil of Easter began after just dark on 

Saturday night with the lighting of 

the Paschal candle before listening 

in the dark to stories of Creation, 

Noah's flood, the parting of the 

Red Sea and the prophesies of 

Isaiah and Ezekiel's valley of dry 

bones that came back to life. Then 
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New Church Banner 

 When you walk 

into the sanctuary, look 

to your right and in the 

back corner, you will 

see our new banner, in-

spired and funded by 

Mary Charles Coppage 

and made with materials 

to match the new Ad-

vent Blue altar hangings 

and vestments that were 

first blessed and used 

this past Advent during 

Bishop Skirving's visit. 

 The design is taken from the previous banner 

which was made with purples but unfortunately had 

long suffered some deterioration of age that was beyond 

repair. The pink section from the old banner was able to 

be reused in the new one. 

 The seamstress was Rev. Ellen Richardson, draw-

ing on very old skills not utilized for some time, so be 

merciful if you give it a close examination! The beauti-

ful embroidery was done by Don Mills and compli-

ments of Miller's Sports and Trophies. 

 Note that in its current resting place the banner 

draws on the blue of the stained glass. It will be carried 

in traditional Episcopal processions in diocesan events 

or on special occasions by our acolytes. 

Great Church Yard Project 

 Have you driven down Church Street in William-

ston lately? Notice anything new? Even though it is not 

the custom to use the Church Street doors on Sunday 

which open to the front yard of the church campus, it 

has been needing some attention. A contingency of vol-

unteers spent much of a rainy Saturday two weeks be-

fore Easter digging up dead and dying shrubbery in the 

front of Church of the Advent and planting new grass 

and perennials--roses, spirea, quince, asters, daylilies, 

dianthus, lilacs, azaleas and more.   

 A second group of volunteers came back another 

day to line the beds with left-over bricks that had been 

stacked behind the church. The side street bed has also 

been spruced up and the lawn is receiving extra atten-

tion with donated time by Don Beach and Joe Jernigan 

who have agreed to do lawn care without compensation, 

saving the congregation some resources. Don and Joe 

also installed badly needed outdoor faucets near the 

new plantings so they can be cared for as they grow. All 

of the plants, grass seed and mulch were donated by 

parishioners including plantings of some of the flowers 

purchased for Easter. Many thanks to everyone who 

have offered time, plants, mulch, seed, money and crea-

tive genius to this ongoing project, which tells our 

friends and neighbors that we love our church! May all 

of this new growth in the garden be a reflection of the 

inner spiritual growth of our congregation and may God 

bless it all! 
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better for those who are interested in finding effective 

ways to foster learning for all ages about how to live the 

Christian life. One idea was to consider a monthly 

Christian Family Night with dinner together and age 

appropriate themes to learn about the Bible and teach 

children the meaning in our Episcopal liturgical sea-

sons.  

 Sunday School for adults has also been offered 

this past year, and there have been a faithful few regu-

lars who desire to continue Adult Christian Formation 

in some form. We have spent some time this past year 

on the basics:  The Beatitudes, The Ten Command-

ments, The Lord's Prayer, and Episcopal Beliefs and 

Practices. Topics and meeting times for the coming year 

beginning in fall 2019 will be chosen by the group. 

There has also been a request for an Adult Bible Study 

(possibly on a weekday) and I am willing to establish 

this if there are two or three willing to gather.   

 Christian Formation is challenging these days, yet 

possibly even more important to our spiritual life as 

worship attendance continues to decline. My prayer for 

this congregation is that the Holy Spirit will inspire and 

guide us to what we should try next to keep us on a path 

of faithfulness to the Good News, seeking its power to 

enrich and strengthen our lives more than we can imag-

ine. 

Ellen+    

Going Forward 

 This past month at the March meeting, the Vestry 

discussed and considered two issues going forward. This 

past academic year 2018-2019 for the Sunday mornings 

that Church of the Advent holds Holy Eucharist at 

11am, Lori Taylor and Jim Allen have faithfully been 

present and pre-

pared for Chil-

dren's Sunday 

School at 10am. 

This has been a 

deeply important 

commitment for 

them, and for 

their faithfulness I 

am deeply grate-

ful. However, 

after the usual well-intentioned boost for a few weeks in 

the fall, attendance has been sporadic and sparse, and 

since Christmas they have seldom had anyone to teach. 

 In addition, it has become a very rare occasion 

that a child is brought to the nursery on Sunday morn-

ing, where our paid nursery worker and the required sec-

ond adult volunteer have been ready and waiting each 

week. Therefore the Vestry had made the decision to 

suspend having a paid nursery attendant on Sunday 

mornings after Sonona Jefferson's last Sunday May 12, 

2019. Children of any age are more than welcome in 

church for any service and the nursery will be open but 

unattended for any parent to use for a time out or diaper 

change as needed.   

 The Vestry also agreed that offering an every 

Sunday morning Sunday School for children has not 

proven to be the right 

thing for our families 

with children at this 

time. It is understood 

that families with 

children are under 

multiple competing 

demands including 

travel, illness, sports 

and a need for down 

time at home. And though participation in Christian For-

mation has always been important for all ages, the ex-

pectation for the Church to do this for children on Sun-

day mornings has changed with the same times that have 

rendered church attendance optional throughout the cul-

ture and within our own congregation.  

 These changes on Sunday mornings are not meant 

to chastise parents, to discourage worship attendance, or 

to give up on Christian learning for children and their 

parents but to open a dialogue as to what might work 

Saying Goodbye to Sonona 

 With profound grati-

tude and not a little sad-

ness, Church of the Advent 

will be saying goodbye to 

our Nursery Attendant 

Sonona Jefferson on May 

12, 2019, which will be her 

last Sunday in the nursery. 

We have been so blessed 

by her faithfulness to Ad-

vent for the past several 

years, both caring for our 

youngest children and as-

sisting in teaching Sunday School all while modeling 

that service for her own three children, Khalil, Khira 

and Standrick, who have served as acolytes as well as 

helping Sonona in the nursery. 

 The decision to resign was Sonona's and in spite 

of her busy life she has stayed an additional year past 

her first notice, for which we are profoundly grateful. 

We will be saying our formal goodbye during the an-

nouncement time of the Sunday morning service on 

May 12. 



 Come to the Parish Hall for 

Game Night on Tuesdays, May 7 

and May 21 in May at 6:30 pm. 

Board games are available but if 

you wish, bring your favorite game, 

bring snacks, bring a friend. Playing 

usually lasts not more an hour and an half. 
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Annual service at Green 

Acres 

 The Sunday morning 

service on May 19 will move 

to the Green Acres 

Campground as part of the 

worship schedule for the 

campers. 

 The service of Holy Eucharist begins at 11:00 am 

at the Outdoor Amphitheater. In case of rain, the service 

will move indoors to the Clubhouse. 

 The Clubhouse is the place for a potluck picnic at 

noon. Picnickers need to be 

sure to bring utensils for their 

favorite dishes as there is no 

kitchen in the Clubhouse. Tea 

and paperware and eating 

utensils are provided by Green 

Acres. 

 Owners and operators as 

well as parishioners Bobby and Janice Greene extend a 

cordial and open invitation to the parish family to spend 

the afternoon enjoying the various activities offered by 

the campground. 

 Parishioners need to be sure to identify 

themselves as members of the Church of the Advent to 

the staff when using the facilities. 

 Green Acres is located six miles south of 

Williamston at 1679 Green Acres Road. Take Highway 

17 South and turn right onto Rodgers School Road and 

right at Green Acres. 

Sign up for Parish 

Family Weekend 

 Our 28th Parish Family Week-

end will be July 19-21 at Trinity Cen-

ter, Pine Knoll Shores. The sign-up 

sheet has been posted in the narthex. 

 The rates are as following: 
 

$82.00 per person, per night for double occupancy 

$102.00 per person, per night for single occupancy 

$29.00 per person, per night for 5 to 17 year olds 

$12.00 per person, per night. For 1 to 4 year olds 

 Assistance is available from the Church of the 

Advent. See Rev. Ellen to request it. 

Meet Our Graduates 

 During the service at Green Acres , we will be 

honoring both high school and college graduates from 

our parish. 

 Jean Miller is graduating from Riverside High 

School and will attend Pitt Community College, playing 

volleyball as well. 

 Dawson Taylor is graduating from Bear Grass 

Charter School and will 

attend East Carolina Uni-

versity. 

 Garron Chesson is 

graduating from University 

of North Carolina at Ash-

ville with a degree in Music Performance. 

Coming in June 

 The service time on Sunday 

mornings changes to 10:00 am 

on June 2 and will continue 

until September 1. 

 Ascension Choral Evensong at 4 pm on Sunday, 

June 2. 

 Parish Family Cookout at home of Corey Baker 

and Don Beach on Sunday afternoon, June 9. 

Perfect order  

 By the time the summer sol-

stice occurs, it feels as if the season 

has been in full swing for weeks. 

It’s bittersweet that just when sum-

mer officially starts, the length of 

daylight begins decreasing. Before we’re ready to let go 

of the season, summer marches toward fall, and then 

winter with the year’s shortest day. 

 Yet that is our Creator's plan: “You have fixed all 

the boundaries of the earth; you have made summer and 

winter” (Psalm 74:17, ESV). God fashioned the world 

to be beautiful, good and perfectly symmetrical. With 

concise order, he ordained seasons, rhythms, orbits and 

natural boundaries. As God’s beloved children, we’re 

blessed to enjoy the intricacies and patterns of this mag-

nificent universe.  

—MaryAnn Sundby  



May 12th is UTO Sunday 

 The United Thank Offering (UTO) is a ministry 

of The Episcopal Church where everyone is invited to 

embrace and deepen an intentional spiritual discipline 

of gratitude to God. Noticing the good things that hap-

pen each day, we turn our gratitude into prayers and 

offerings for others. UTO has been entrusted since 1889 

to receive these offerings annually, and to distribute 

100% of what is collected to support innovative mission 

and ministry throughout The Episcopal Church and 

Provinces of the Anglican Communion. In recent years, 

grants have been awarded to support refugees; women 

and children; garden projects; intercultural growth and 

outreach; and congregations in their offering of social 

services, ministries, and support for their communities. 

 You might remember the Blue Boxes from years 

past inviting daily prayers and deposits of change, and a 

Sunday when all the boxes were brought to church and 

collected at the offertory. Since the world has changed 

since 1889, and many of us no longer use cash or col-

lect change, Church of the Advent, through its long-

time UTO coordinator Frankie Biggs, has chosen to use 

special envelopes for donations to UTO by cash or 

check. This year our envelopes will be available in the 

narthex or from an usher giving you a chance to partici-

pate in this offering of thanksgiving and praise to the 

God of all blessings. Please write your name on your 

offering envelope as you consider your generosity to be 

a measure of your blessings, and know gratitude will 

abound in those whose ministries you will be support-

ing. 

 

 Gracious God, source of all creation, all love, all 

true joy: accept, we pray, these outward signs of our 

profound and continuing thankfulness for all of life. 

Bless those who will benefit from these gifts through the 

outreach of the United Thank Offering; and keep each 

of us ever thankful for all the blessings of joy and chal-

lenge that come our way; through Him who is the great-

est gift and blessing of all, Jesus Christ our Lord and 

Savior. Amen. 
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Outreach Opportunities for May 

Diaper Drive Benefits Dis-

trict Health Department 

 The Martin Tyrrell Washington (MTW) District 

Health Department is conducting a Diaper Drive during 

the month of May and the Church of the Advent will be 

participating. 

 Posted in the narthex you will find requests for 

packages of diapers of any size as well as for unopened 

wipes.  

 Donations will help mothers and babies in need. 

 Please leave your donations in the Love on 

Wheels wagon anytime during May. 

Swaddled in God’s Love 

 Pastor John Edgerton tells of swaddling his 2-

week-old baby to help her feel secure. She loved being 

wrapped tightly in a soft blanket and would lie quietly 

— until she managed to work a tiny arm loose. Then 

she’d scream until someone rewrapped her.  

 Edgerton likens that behavior to his own connec-

tion with God’s law, given so people can live in peace. 

“I know that I’m supposed to do the right thing, but I’m 

always wiggling out of it,” he writes. “And very quickly 

my life falls into a state of disarray.”  

 We’ve all experienced this. We know we are to 

love our neighbors as ourselves, yet we often ignore 

their needs. Jesus says to love our enemies, but we wig-

gle around it: “That’s too naïve for this day and age.” 

But then relationships crumble, life feels crazy and we 

recognize that, in large part, we’ve done it to ourselves. 

Over and over, we wiggle out of the soft swaddle of 

God’s law of love, only to flail. Thankfully, like a loving 

parent, God wraps us up anew, holds us close and saves 

us from ourselves — again. 
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Thank You to Our Volunteers!!! 

Blessings in A Backpack 
Jim Allen 

Joe Jernigan 

Ellen Richardson 

Janice Greene 

Bobby Greene 

Laura Vorhees 

Margaret Chesson 

Al Chesson 

Doug Chesson 

Lucia Peel 

Cathy Cohen 

Chuck Cohen 

Bill Webb 

Ginny Webb 

Lori Taylor 

Bill Smith 

Charlotte Critcher 

 Thank you to Lucia Peel for providing 

home baked cookies and to the Potpourri 

Club of the Woman’s Club for providing treat 

bags additional treats. 

Palm Sunday Readers 
Kit Reddick 

Brandon Woody 

Michael Biondi 

Gail Young 

Mark Richardson 

Al Chesson 

Don Beach 

Zach Dickerson 

Chuck Cohen 

Jim Allen  

Congregation, Choir, Acolytes 

Holy Saturday 
Those volunteers who 

vacuumed, 

polished, 

scrubbed narthex floor on hands and knees, 

cleaned church floor and pews, 

dusted, 

climbed the ladder to decorate high places, 

carried, 

retrieved, 

ran errands 

shopped, 

decorated, 

filled candles, 

and 

set the altar 

Altar Guild 
Lori Taylor 

Brandon Woody 

John Price 

Choir 
Jane Jernigan 

Kit Reddick 

Valerie Cooke 

Mary Anne Crowe 

Maria Allen 

Don Beach 

Zach Dickerson 

John Price 
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The Church of the Advent 
Founded 1850 

 

The Rev. Dr. Ellen Richardson,  

Priest-in-Charge 

Sunday-Thursday, 9:30 a. m.-3:30 p. m. 

ellenrichardson52@gmail.com 
 

Doug Chesson, Senior Warden 

Don Beach, Junior Warden 
 

Joe Jernigan, Parish Administrator 

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a. m. –12 noon 
 

124 West Church Street 

P. O. Box 463 

Williamston, NC  27892 

Telephone 252.792.2244 

advent1850@gmail.com 

www.williamstonepiscopalchurch.com 
 

Diocese of East Carolina 

The Rt. Rev’d. Robert S. Skirving, 

Bishop  

Diocesan House 

705 Doctors Drive 

P. O. Box 1336 

Kinston, NC  28503 

Telephone 252-522-0885 

Fax 252.523.5272 

www.diocese-eastcarolina.org 
 

Trinity Center 

P. O. Drawer 380 

Salter Path, NC  28575 

Telephone 888.874.6287 

Fax 252.247.3290 

trinity@mail.clis.com 

www.trinityctr.com 

 The Prayer List is found in the notebook marked 

“Prayer Lists” on the usher’s table in the narthex of the 

church. Names may be added at any time by writing 

them in the notebook or calling the church office after 

requesting permission of those for whom prayer is re-

quested. The Prayer List is read aloud weekly at Sunday 

services. Contact the church office if you wish to have a 

name added, re-listed, or taken off the list.  
 

Prayer List 

James & Janice Ford     Mac & Sandra Allen 

Jane Perry     Della Leggett 

Faye & Mann Lilly     Doward Jones 

Bridgette Fleming & Family 

Annie Jones     Christopher Scott 

Lucia Peel Powe     Joanie & Francis Ganis 

Janie Bryant      Joanne McNall     Geraldine Bateman 

Lennox Palmer     Lindburgh Mitchell 

Ethel Smith     Ramona Metts 

Verna Perry     Betty Chesson 

Wilda Goldberg     Ryan Kovac 

Susan Neff     Kathy Parker  
 

Birthdays 

2, Shannon Stanton 

9, Jim Horton 

11, Amber Harney 

12, Rick Voorhis 

13, Sonona Jefferson 

14, Chris Stanton 

14, Mary Bonner 

15, Exum Taylor 

19, Michael Biondi 

20, Ethan Harney 

20, Jeanne Batten 

25, Henry Mills 

 The Church of the Advent is a nurturing, vibrant, and inclusive community inviting 

spiritual growth through liturgical worship, outreach, and fellowship. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2   12:00 noon 

National Day 

of Prayer 

@ Barnes Plaza 
 

Shannon Stanton  

3 4 

5     3 Easter 
 

10:00 am, 

Sunday School 
 

11:00 am, 

HE II 
 

 

6 7    10:30 am, 

Deanery Meeting 

St. Thomas, 

Windsor 
 

12:00 noon, 

Women's Club 

Meeting 
 

6:30 pm, 

Game Night 

Parish Hall 

8 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Horton  

10 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amber Harney  

12 Mother’s Day 

UTO Sunday 
 

4 Easter 
 

10:00 am, 

Sunday School 
 

11:00 am, 

HE II 
 

Rick Voorhis  

13 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Sonona Jefferson 

14 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Chris Stanton 

Mary Bonner 

15    6:00 pm, 

Holy Eucharist 

& Dinner Out 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Exum Taylor  

16 17 18 

19   5 Easter 

@ Green Acres 
 

11:00 am, 

HE II 
 

12:00 noon, 

Parish Picnic 
 

5:00 pm, 

Vestry Meeting 
 

Michael Biondi  

20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ethan Harney 

Jeanne Batten 

21   6:30 pm, 

Game Night 

Parish Hall 

22 23   6:00 pm, 

Women’s Club 

Dinner 

24 25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Henry Mills  

26  6 Easter 
 

11:00 am, 

MP II 

27 Memorial 

Day 

28 29 30 Ascension 

Day 

31  
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