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This morning we come together in celebration of many things


The annual gathering to worship with friends at Green Acres



The first Eucharist for Stephen Batten to celebrate in the role of the Deacon after his
beautiful service of ordination yesterday in New Bern



Our graduates this year: Khira, Khalil, Chris from Riverside HS and Stephen from
Virginia Theological Seminary



The last of the Great 50 Days of Easter in Pentecost, for Christians the day when the Holy
Spirit came to the disciples



The Holy Spirit of God has many names and jobs:
Holy Advocate
Holy Comforter
Holy Infuser of Energy, Courage and Strength
Holy Worker of Miracles

There are many manifestations by which we recognize the spirit:


Fire–bringing to mind the fire that burns but does not consume like the burning bush of
Moses; tongues of fire seen over the disciples’ heads



Wind – from John 3:8: “The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it,
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is
born of the Spirit.”
(In Greek, wind and spirit are the same word.)



Dove – A symbol of the Holy Spirit that is a sign of hope found at thresholds of new
beginnings when the way forward is not always clear, symbolized by the dove that
brought Noah back a living branch at the end of the rains that brought the flood, holding
the promise of dry land as a place to start over.



Surprise – The Holy Spirit shows up unexpectedly and turns us (like the disciples) from
anxious and afraid to bold and exposed, as when the disciples threw open the doors of the
locked upper room and preached the Good News of Jesus Christ that was understood in
many languages of many people who had come to Jerusalem from throughout the Middle
East to celebrate the Jewish festival of Pentecost.



Holy Nudge – Like hearing the voice of Jiminy Cricket from Disney’s Pinocchio, this
God-sent nudge is that feeling of the Spirit reaching down deep into our deepest selves,
around every barrier we put up, every door we lock and shutter we close, every unworthy,
hidden, sin-soaked, place where we go to hide from God’s love for us and God’s will for
our lives, reminding us to do the right thing, even if everything and everyone else is
pulling us in other directions towards self-preservation.



Deep Awareness – The Holy Spirit brings the gift of awareness that there is something
greater than ourselves – that the needs of others in the world are at least equal if not more
important than our own, and that we have a call as Christians to step into a stance of love,
even if that involves sacrifice. God’s relationship with mortals grows in times of
adversity, not self-sufficiency, and God’s people flourish when they are drawn outside of
themselves, outside of their comfortable places, and into the needs of the world.



Inner Peace – It is the Holy Spirit that brings that gift of calm in the storms of life (not
just the weather related ones but those, too) that reassures us that God is near and knows
we are in trouble and will not ever let us be alone.

When we pray with all our hearts, and also when we least expect it, the Holy Spirit, the Lord and
Giver of Life, blows into our lives bringing comfort, strength, challenge, awareness, peace and
love. May we open our hearts wide and let the wind blow where it will, leaving us blown away
by God’s love, and prepared—compelled—to speak boldly of this mighty blessing to the world
wherever we go. AMEN

